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John Halpin visits Canberra and. finds . . .
Dirty deals in 
the house of cards
The reaction o f the Liberal- I 
Country Parties to the Ambassadorial 
appointment o f Senator Vince Gair 
displayed the chicanery and cynical 
political opportunism that has charac­
terised their behavior for the past 
25 years.
Snedden’s comment that it was 
“ the most shameful and outrageous 
act ever perpetrated by any govern­
ment” , with Deputy leader Phil 
Lynch’s statement o f it being a 
“ cynical abuse of the Ambassadorial 
system” , are simply expressions of 
the Liberal Party’s mistaken idea 
o f them being the only ones fit 
to govern. Conservatives believe they 
have a Divine Right to rule. One 
has only to look at the political 
appointments that occurred under 
23 years o f conservative rule to 
realise the Liberals were being grossly 
deceptive in making an issue out 
o f what they regard as normal prac-
| tice. When an appointment helps 
the conservatives they regard it as 
honorable, when it doesn’t it is 
“ immoral” . Some o f the many politi­
cal appointments o f friends, rivals 
and enemies made by the Liberals 
include: Ambassadors — Sir Percy 
Spender (MHR for Waringah) to the 
US; Sir Howard Beale (MHR for 
Parramatta) to the US; Henry Gullet 
(MHR for Henty) to Greece; Dan 
McKinnon (MHR for Corangamite) 
to the Argentine, Peru and Uruguay; 
Gordon Freeth (MHR for Forrest) 
to Japan; and Hugh Robertson (MHR 
for Riverina) to Ireland. High Com­
missioners include: Sir Eric Harrison 
(MHR for Wentworth), Sir Alex 
Downer (MHR for Angas) to Britain; 
Donald Cameron (MHR for Oxley) 
and Dame Annabelle Rankin (Liberal 
Senator for Queensland) to New 
Zealand; Sir Hubert Opperman (MHR 
for Corio) to Malta; Roger Dean
(MHR for Robertson) to San Fran­
cisco. Menzies appointed his rival 
Sir Garfield Barwick to the High 
Court and Lord Richard Casey to 
Governor General. Gorton offered 
McMahon the US Ambassadorship 
and the job o f High Commissioner 
to London to David Fairbairn. And 
“ Robin Hood”  Askin appointed Abe 
Landa, Labor MLA for Bondi, to 
the NSW Agent Generalship in 
London.
What the Liberals have con­
veniently forgotten in their mad 
rush for media coverage is that 
Gair accepted the job. If Snedden 
had any political acumen he would 
have been pleased to see the end 
of Gair after the harsh words o f 
Gair last October. Gair called Sned­
den “ a bloody lightweight” , a man 
“ who couldn’t go two rounds with 
a revolving door” , and someone 
who “ couldn’t make an impression
on a soft cushion” . But Snedden 
has been conned by the Country 
Party leader, Doug Anthony, who 
has pulled o ff the biggest political 
coup since the British colonialists 
stole the country from the Aborigines.
The Country Party is made up 
o f a ruthless group o f power brokers 
and assorted wheelers and dealers — 
it is no accident that the former 
leader John McEwen was known 
as “ Black Jack” . They are all ex­
perienced players. When the Liberals 
wanted to revalue the Australian 
dollar after one of the devaluations 
o f the US dollar, the Country Party 
wanted no change (in effect the 
Australian dollar would be devalued). 
They simply got up and walked 
out o f the Cabinet room. The 
stunned Liberals heard a Country 
Party staff member telephoning the 
transport pool for cars to move 
the Country Party’s papers from 
the ministerial offices. At that stage 
the Liberals caved in. Incidents such 
as the appointment o f Mac Holten 
(MHR for Indi) to Minister o f Re­
patriation because he had raised the 
funds for McEwen House, the na­
tional headquarters o f the Country 
Party, are not rare. But the McEwen 
House incident didn’t end there. 
The building had a great deal o f 
extra space which was conveniently 
leased to the Commonwealth for 
offices. It was perhaps not coinci­
dental that the Minister for the
Ten days that shook the nation
Countdown to Double Dissolution
Tuesday April 2
At 11,03 am PM Whitlam an­
nounces to the House o f Repre­
sentatives that Senator Vince Gair, 
former leader o f the DLP, has been 
appointed Ambassador to Ireland. 
The opposition parties are stunned 
and the House goes into uproar. 
The opposition claims the appoint­
ment is “ immoral” .
After an afternoon o f intense 
telephone discussions with Country 
Party leader Doug Anthony, the 
Queensland premier Joh Bjelke-Peter- 
son, advises that he has asked the 
Queensland Governor, Sir Colin 
Hannah, to only issue five writs 
(instead o f what should now be 
six) for the Senate election.
The Parliamentary DLP expels 
Gair from the party.
The bars in Parliament House 
are closed due to an industrial strike. 
Wednesday April 3
Tension runs high in Canberra 
as the opposition parties claim to 
have negated the government’s plans 
to gain an extra Senate seat. The 
Labor government announces it will 
challenge Bjelke-Peterson’s action in 
the High Court.
Vicious attacks are made in Parlia­
ment on both sides.
Thursday April 4
Snedden says that the opposition 
will reject the Supply Bills in the 
Senate if the government does not 
call a House. o f Representatives 
election to coincide with the Senate 
election. At 5.00 Snedden opposes
the Supply Bills in the House of 
Representatives. Whitlam retaliates 
by saying that if the Senate rejects 
Supply he will call a double dis­
solution.
The government’s Health Bill 
which has been rejected by the 
Senate is brought on in the House 
so it may go to the Senate, thus 
creating grounds for a double dis­
solution.
Friday April 5
Liberal members Jim Killen 
(Moreton) and David Hamer (Isaacs), 
express opposition to their party’s 
move to reject the Supply Bill. Killen 
argues that the move is “ unpre­
cedented”  and will destroy Parlia­
mentary democracy. Debate rages 
on this question as an upper house 
has never rejected Supply before 
under the Westminster system of 
government.
Saturday and Sunday April 6-7
Liberal Senators waver as to 
whether they will reject Supply 
when it comes to the Senate. Sena­
tors Marriot (Tas.), Carrick (NSW), 
and Anderson (NSW) refuse to com­
ment on how they will vote.
The DLP holds disucssions as to 
whether they will vote against Supply. 
Intense lobbying goes on in the 
opposition parties.
Monday April 8
The DLP announces its decision 
to oppose Supply. Senator Frank 
McManus announces that the DLP 
will not run candidates in House
o f Representatives’ seats if there 
is not a joint Liberal-Country-Party- 
DLP Senate ticket.
The Victorian Country Party de­
cides to run candidates against Libe­
ral members in country seats. They 
would be Wannon held by Malcolm 
Fraser, Corangamite held by A. A. 
Street, and Ballarat held by Dudley 
Erwin.
The Australia Party is to issue 
a High Court challenge on the basis 
of the electoral boundaries being 
invalid.
Tuesday April 9
To a question o f whether there 
would be an election for five or 
six Senators in Queensland, PM Whit­
lam tells the House, “ The matter 
becomes very largely academic. Now, 
the people of Queensland will be 
able to elect all ten Senators from 
that state and it will be beyond 
the wit o f the premier o f Queens­
land to interpose between the people 
o f his state and the Australian Parlia­
ment.”
Snedden is forced to hold an 
impromptu press conference on the 
steps o f Parliament. He announces 
that he will solve inflation in six 
months and that there will be an 
immediate cut o f $600 million in 
taxation if he is elected.
Wednesday April 10
Doug Anthony, leader o f the 
Country Party, demands the position 
o f Treasurer in the coalition if it 
is successful.
Snedden says he will not agree 
to a joint Senate ticket with the 
DLP. The DLP makes public a letter 
from its Senators on the unity of 
the opposition — “ There are alarming 
signs o f discord between the Liberal 
Country Parties” . Snedden holds 
a press conference at 1.00 to counter 
the disaster he made the day before.
At 5.25 the question o f Supply 
is put in the Senate. The vote is 
31-26 against. At 5.45 leader of 
the government in the Senate, Lionel 
Murphy, goes to PM Whitlam.
6.45 caucus meeting unanimously 
supports Whitlam’s call for a double 
dissolution.
7.00 Whitlam goes to the Governor 
General
8.30 to a packed House, Whitlam 
announces the double dissolution will 
occur, with the elections to be held 
on May 18.
Thursday April 11
11.00 Whitlam holds a press con­
ference. He will give his policy speech 
on April 29 at Blacktown Civic 
Centre, the venue o f his successful 
policy speech o f 1972.
12.00 the 28th Australian Parlia­
ment is formally dissolved by pro­
clamation of the Governor General 
in a ceremony on the steps of Parlia­
ment House.
Mining shares rally on the stock 
exchanges with the prospect o f the 
return o f the Liberal Country Party.
The Parliamentary bars have re­
opened with the settlement o f the 
industrial dispute.
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I leave 
my mind 
to dream
Thank Christ, or someone, you 
are still able to get the best paper 
in Oz together. I ’ve had all 28 
issues and I find your consistency 
something to be admired. It ’s a pity 
some o f the other shit around the 
place couldn’t be so honest.
I ’ve had great delight in walking 
into every newsagency? possible and 
asking for Digger o f late to get 
the “ Oh no we don’t have that”  
comment. Poor things but I still 
manage to unearth it as it comes 
out. It ’s a bloody «shame but ah 
Come the Revolution.
I especially liked No. 28 for its 
comment on the jails o f this demo­
cratic country. I went to bed terri­
fied I was going to get taken in the 
night you bastards. However this 
evening I received a letter from 
one o f those hell holes, Stuart Bay — 
Townsville to be precise where I 
have a mate incarcerated for 15 
months over a drugbust; usual peanut 
fascist deal, 15 months for fuck all.
Included was a poem . Now gene­
rally I hate poetry in any shape 
or form but this somehow got me 
and wonder whether you would find 
it worth inclusion in Digger; it could 
be bad it might be terrible, I don’t 
know but I do know its publication 
would make a group o f pretty fucked 
around guys just that little bit 
happier to see their mate’s name 
in “ lights” .
I gather it is one o f those jails 
where there is still some sort o f 
spirit remaining so if you can add 
to this you might make a lot of 
people happy.
Ian Connell,.
Northcote, Vic.
Walking through fields, green grass 
So soft beneath my feet 
I lie under a shady, weeping willow 
Beside a crystal stream 
I watch the birds fly so high 
As they sing so sweet 
I leave my mind to dream 
I am free.
Walking through compound, grey 
concrete
So hard beneath my feet now 
I lay under a shady cell ceiling 
Beside a wall o f green 
I listen to the birds outside my 
window 
Sing so sweet
I leave my mind to ' dream 
I am free. I will always be free!
Eddie Heigh.
Annoyed
bikie
I ’ve just read your article on 
bikes, and my only reaction is how 
badly informed you are. My points 
are as follows:
(1) You say that it would be wise 
to fit a bell. It is illegal to ride 
a bike without a bell.
(2) Hand brakes are more efficient 
and. far easier to repair and maintain
than foot brakes.
(3) Melbourne is hilly. Try riding 
along Glenferrie or Burke Roads, 
or in Mitcham, or Camberwell.
(4) If you are paying $12 — $15 
for a wheel you are being badly 
ripped off. You could be paying 
$7.50 for a good new wheel.
(5) Dynamo lights do not require 
much effort to run efficiently. You 
have contradicted yourself here any­
way. In the first paragraph you 
say the rate o f travel is about 20 mph. 
Try maintaining that speed for a 
while by going beside a car you’ve 
organised to travel at 20 mph. You 
will then find out your discrepancy.
(6) Batteries are 30 cents each, not 
20 cents as you state. These batteries 
will stand a drain for two hours 
continuously or five hours’ inter­
mittent use. At 60 cents a refill 
plus $1.25 at the outset for a battery7 
set will cost about $5.00 after about 
35 — 40 hours o f night riding. 
$5.00 is the cost, o f dynamo set. 
Having had a dynamo set for about 
four months, I find it has already 
half paid for itself. Thus I will 
be saving about $5.00 per year.
(7) Try getting a few . more facts 
next time!
A. Bignell,
Glenhuntly, Vic.
On the steps o f Parliament House after the Senate has rejected Supply.
Guess who’s 
watching l
by John Halpin
Gough Whitlam has stated that one o f the major issues in the coming 
election will be the foreign ownership o f Australia. The slogans “ Who 
Owns Australia?”  and “ Can Foreign Money Buy Your Vote?”  have been 
tossed around in Labor campaign strategy meetings in Canberra in the 
past weeks.
Interior (who arranges these leases) 
was a Country Party member. And 
their leader, Doug Anthony, has 
never been out o f the action. He 
obtained a $600,000 loan from the 
Commonwealth to start his pig farm
at Murwillumbah.
The only response that was pre­
dictable was that o f Senator Frank 
McManus, who last year turned 
down an offer o f Ambassador to 
the Vatican. McManus, who said, 
“ The Prime Minister has, in gangster 
language, adopted the role o f Mr. 
Big and let out a contract on the 
DLP,”  vied with Gair for leadership 
o f the DLP for many years. It 
was decided by spinning a coin, 
and once again what he picked up 
on the merry go round he has lost 
on the swing. The underlying reason 
for the whole hue and cry o f “ im­
morality”  by the conservatives is 
they realised it was the only way 
they could disguise their unprece­
dented move to block the Supply Bill 
in the Senate. The serious nature 
o f this ploy to refuse Supply is 
revealed in the 1967 statement o f 
the former leader o f the Liberal 
Party, Robert Menzies, “ It would 
be a falsification o f democracy if, 
on any matter o f government policy 
approved by the House o f Repre­
sentatives, possibly by a large ma­
jority, the Senate representing the 
states and not the people, could 
reverse the decision. This o f course 
would create an impossible situation 
and would make popular government 
unworkable” . Amongst the Liberals 
the only two to heed Menzies’ ad­
vice were Jim Killen (MHR for 
Moreton) and David Hamer (MHR 
for Isaacs). Killen warned, “ What 
may not be quite so clear is we 
could also be concerned with aS 
grave and as fundamental consti­
tutional problem as the country has 
ever known” . The desperate moves 
of the conservatives are similar to 
those taken by the right wing in 
Chile. When the constitution supports 
the progressive forces, break it. If 
the progressives break it, use military 
force because they are destroying 
Democracy.
These are. the essential ingre­
dients in the conservatives’ rejec­
tion o f the Supply Bill now. Firstly, 
Anthony conned Snedden. Regard­
less o f the outcome o f the elec­
tion, the Country Party will win 
more seats than it has now. An­
thony will become even more power­
ful in the coalition. Already Coun­
try Party literature is pushing him 
as a potential, and the best, con­
servative Prime Minister. And this 
is the second ingredient: the splits, 
cracks and general disarray of the 
conservative parties. To wait any 
longer for an election would have 
been disastrous as more open splits 
like ex-Liberal Hannan’s National 
Alliance were inevitable. The divisions 
were once about policies, but now 
jobs, too, are worth fighting over. 
Phil Lynch, deputy leader o f the 
Liberals has refuted the suggestion 
o f Anthony getting the Treasury, 
“ That goes back to the days when 
Adam was a boy. Whether it was 
Fadden or Adam, it seems a long 
time ago and I can’t remember those 
days” . As well, the Victorian Coun­
try Party is standing members 
against sitting Liberals in country 
seats against the wishes o f Anthony. 
The Liberals are in turn fielding 
candidates in three Country seats, 
Murray, McMillan and Wimmera. The 
temporary resignation and walk out 
o f Liberal Victorian President Peter 
Hardie and the four vice presidents, 
supported by Gorton, revealed the 
depth o f this division. The DLP 
has split them further by not fielding 
candidates in the House of Repre­
sentatives (on whose preferences the 
Liberals rely) in NSW, Queensland 
and South Australia. However as 
the election draws closer the con­
servatives will appear to unite be­
cause they have one common in­
terest . . .  a greedy lust for power 
at any cost.
This election is the most im­
portant that Australia, in its short 
history, has faced. If Labor wins, 
the history o f Australian conserva­
tism could well repeat itself with 
the formation o f a new conservative 
party under the control o f a person 
who sees himself as a commanding 
figure . . . Anthony. If Labor loses, 
there will be a period o f more 
political instability than we have 
ever experienced. As the historian 
laureate, Professor Manning Clark, 
has noted, “ If the reactionary forces 
win, the country could eventually, 
face a revolutionary situation” .
The Liberal-Country Party promise 
to drop the 33 1/3% no interest 
deposit requirement has made fo­
reign investors take a strong interest 
in the election result. Peter Costigan 
in Washington for the Melbourne 
Herald has written, “ The US govern­
ment will watch the election, and 
study the outcome with the fervor 
and intensity usually reserved for 
studies o f Gallup analyses o f Presi­
dential popularity . . . The most 
pervasive reason for American in­
terest in the election and concern 
at its outcome is something that 
is likely to be o f only minor interest 
to most o f the Australian voters 
on polling day. It is the dismal 
science o f economics” .
What has made the science o f 
economics so dismal, for the US, 
is that in most raw materials, the 
market is now in the grip o f seller 
nations. There is a strong fear that 
the Arab refusal to sell oil will 
be extended to minerals such as 
uranium and tungsten. Because Aust­
ralia has aligned itself, under Labor, 
more closely to the Third World, 
the US has become paranoid that 
Australia will enter into an inter­
national cartel with the Third World, 
rich in minerals and oil upon which 
industrialised nations are built, to 
force price rise.
Whilst Australia may be small 
in population, and the Third World 
lacking in military equipment, one 
can imagine them telling the US 
to stop their aggressive military 
adventures (say in Vietnam) or 
no minerals. The recent experience 
of, the Arabs has shown how ef­
fectively these tactics work. Whether 
Whitlam would ever do it seems 
unlikely, but to the US business- 
people the threat is real.
A recent copy o f the influential 
business magazine Forbes (circula­
tion 630,000), stated their concern 
with “ the new socialism” . It con­
tinued: “ The business community 
sees red with a capital ‘R ’ when 
the Labor government moves from 
buying back the farm to direct 
control o f industry and investment. 
Because o f Australia’s super pros­
perity, socialistic experimentation 
could be promoted instead o f free 
enterprise.”
The Liberal Party, which at the 
time of writing has no policies, 
claims to have one on foreign 
ownership. A top Liberal Party 
staff member has given an assurance 
that the speech given by Deputy 
Leader Phil Lynch, is their policy. 
Not surprisingly the speech was 
given under the attentive eye o f 
US Ambassador Marshal Green at 
a luncheon given by the US Chamber 
o f Commerce. Lynch commenced 
his speech: “ My party welcomes 
overseas investment. The Liberal 
Party looks to a continuing high 
level o f  overseas investment since 
we believe it is necessary in the 
achievement o f our national goals."
The activities of overseas com­
panies have just begun to come 
under the scrutiny o f the Labor 
government. The release in the past 
few weeks o f the Fitzgerald Report 
has revealed massive tax evasion 
by mining companies. Another 
example o f their activities is one 
(confirmed by Sydney sources) that 
Hoffman-LaRoche, manufacturers of 
valium and other assorted drugs, 
hired private detectives to investi­
gate the Minister for Health, Dr. 
Doug Everingham. The detectives 
made indiscreet enquiries in Rock­
hampton (Everingham’s electorate) 
as to a car accident in wheih Evering­
ham’s wife was involved seven 
years ago. Their intensive investi­
gations of course did not turn any­
thing up.
Costigan in the article referred 
to earlier wrote, “ The short wave 
radios and telexes in Canberra will 
be working overtime in the White 
House in the weeks before May 18 
and in the days after.”
“ Certainly Marshal Green, Jack 
Friedman (CIA), Peer De Silva (CIA) 
and William C. Nenno (CIA) will 
be busy with those communication 
channels. A  joke was reported, 
firstly in the ‘Clancy’ column of 
the National Times and later by 
Mungo McCallum, about a Thomas 
F. Conlan who rang a Parliament 
House official saying he was political 
counsellor at the US Embassy and 
asking if the Senate had rejected 
Supply.
Whilst there has been a joke 
made of this incident, those who 
laugh are unaware that Conlan is 
a top CIA operative. Conlan was 
at Georgetown University in 1948 
and went to Yale in 1951 to study 
Indonesian. From 1952 to ’54 he 
was stationed in Surabaya and Ti­
mor, and was transferred to Singa­
pore in 1956. From ’56 to ’58 
he carried out Intelligence Research 
studying the Vietnamese language. 
From 1960 to ’62 his posting, not 
surprisingly, was Vietnam — Hue 
and Saigon. From 1964 to 1966 
he was the, officer in charge of 
the desk for Australia, New Zea­
land and the Pacific. From 1969 
to Au gust 1970 he served as the 
political officer in Saigon. He came 
to Australia in July 1971. As well 
as Conlan two other CIA operatives 
have shown up: Norman B. Hannah 
in Sydney and E. J. McHale in 
Melbourne. Their backgrounds will 
be detailed in the next Digger.
Digger news
1'he D igger is now  being put 
together by a co llective which 
has been expanded to  include 
the members o f  the L igh t, 
Pow der, and Construction 
Works.
L o o k  fo r  the next issue in 
about tw o  and a h a lf weeks.
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No: 1: Wainer's abortion epic; Gary Young 
exposed.; the Stuart case.
No. 2: Drug history of Australia; New 
Guinea cannibals; Youth seizes city.
No. 3: Cocker interview; Don Juan; 
Porny pics.
No. 4: Zimmer's Essay; Football's freak; 
High, school revolt; Being a rock star.
No. 5: People's Park; FM  radio; shared 
diseases; McMahon — after December
No. 6: Helen Garrter/school kids; Reefer 
Madness; Abortion;—,a colonial history.
No. 7: Abortion *op,.request; Cosrpos 
adrift; Marxism in Maribyroong; Poetry 
supplement.
No. 8: Labor's victory; Bisexuality; 
Hawke interviewed; Mt. Isa.
No. 9: Prostitutes; Conscripts and re­
sisters; Libs — the abyss.
No. 10: Marg Whitlam; the gay beat; 
Sunshine grass label; Four letter words 
— teacher fired.
No. 11: Women in pubs; Nimbin; Dope 
laws; Ringolevio.
No. 12: Comix supplement; Angry Bri­
gade; Sunbury.
No. 13: Rolling Stones; Drug "problem"?; 
Porn and politics.
No. 14: Contraceptive guide; Women in 
a man's world: Svdney's junkie murder.
No. 15: Nurses; Higher Consciousness; 
Great Moments of Rock.
No. 16: Anti-psychiatry; Fred Robinson; 
Port Phillip sewer; "Couples".
No. 17: Silver Screen; Nimbin; Zappa; 
WEL.
No-. 18: Watergate; Ford; Doomsday; 
ALP: godfathers and families.
No. 19: Dalmas; medical students; wo­
men's strike; A S IO  on the line.
No. 20: Omega; No. 96; Communes; 
Victoria Street.
No. 21: The fastest rising guru in the west;. 
How Labor bought-Tasmania; Body 
rhythms; Suburb's siege; Grafitti Gue­
rillas; Philippines.
No. 22: Gay Lib.; the Crips.; Memoirs 
of a Sydney cop; Dylan mystery LP.
No. 23: Victorian drug squad search war­
rant racket; Two ex-prisoners and their 
world; Captain Matchbox; Travels of 
Bazza McDope; Melbourne football; 
South American round up.
No. 24: Customs plan to smuggle drugs; 
oil in Middle East; Mary Whitehouse; 
The Rocks.
No. 25: Students take Thailand; Metha­
done racket; Bali busts; Warrants in 
court and out; Soviet dissidents.
No. 26: Leunig's rude drawings; Marshal 
Green's sinister background; Bicycles; 
Children outside the nuclear family; 
US plans for Vietnam 1974; Victoria 
Street evictions.
No. 27: Inside Bathurst; New Guineans 
learn to fail; Kids, communes . . . and 
now me; Indonesia — the making 
of a riot; Rock Dreams; C IA  in 
Australia.
No. 28: Woman sheltering from men 
in Glebe; Girls in jail; Three Marias; 
Workers' participation in action; Chile 
massacres; Kate Jennings on Joni Mit­
chell; Portugal's empire crumbles.
Pink pages
An Alternative Pink Pages is 
now being put together for the 
Queensland and northern New 
South Wales areas. Contact for this 
is John at PO Box 379, Toowong, 
Queensland 4066.
LOVE IT
'OF?
LEAVE ITI EARTH NEWS
Die laughing
It may come as no surprise to 
many parents, but a British researcher 
has conclusively proven that comic 
books can cause brain damage.
What is surprising is that it’s 
not the feeble mindedness o f the 
comic contents that does the dam­
age, but the ink with which the 
comics are printed — or, more speci­
fically, the lead content in the ink. 
Even more specifically, it seems to 
be the red and yellow inks that 
contain the highest levels o f lead and. 
are the most dangerous.
ProTessor Geraid Fowles o f Read­
ing University says that just one 
page o f some comics may con­
tain up to 25 milligrams o f lead. 
Healthy adults are supposed to be 
able to consume up to one milligram 
o f lead a day without ill effects, 
but children may be affected by 
as little as one tenth o f a milligram.
Obviously, corbies are for reading 
and not for eating. But just the 
same, small children — and particu­
larly retarded children — often eat 
things that aren’t meant for eating — 
including comic books.
Professor Fowles notes that a 
child eating one page o f a comic 
book once a week would poison 
her/himself irreversibly within several 
weeks, resulting in permanent brain 
damage.
One British printing company — 
alerted o f the danger — responded 
that if the risk applied mostly to 
retarded children, a little more brain 
damage would hardly make any 
difference.
(Credit: New Scientist.)
Centotaphs
Residents o f the Kensington - 
Chelsea municipality in London have 
succeeded in ridding their streets 
of a great urban menace — the 
parking meter. The municipal council 
finally gave in and agreed to remove 
the meters after an organised resi­
dents’ campaign smashed 93 parking 
meters in just one month. The coun­
cil also agreed to leave the vandalised 
meters standing as a tribute to the 
effectiveness o f organised residential 
action.
More
Woman or man, with relevant ex­
perience dedicated to promoting 
natural foods, to manage the Monash 
Union Pantry on lines which accord 
with the best environmental and nu­
tritional considerations. Salary — 
$4,858 pa. Four week’s annual holi­
days, superannuation, good con­
ditions of employment. Position to 
be taken up in late April/early May. 
Telephone Mrs. Taylor, 544.0811, 
ext. 3100 for full details of this posi­
tion.
Written applications quoting ref. no. 
91252, stating date of birth, qualifi­
cations and experience, should be re­
ceived by the Comptroller, Monash 
University, Clayton, Vic. 3168, no 
later than Monday, April 22, 1974.
And in yet another move, the 
junta is reportedly preparing to out­
law all leftist parties in the new 
constitution, and restrict even the 
right wing parties to non govern­
mental activities. Reports from the 
concentration camps indicate that 
the junta has begun arresting anyone 
who could possibly take a leader­
ship role in any o f the political 
parties in Chile — left, centre, or 
right. The leadership purge is mostly 
affecting doctors, lawyers and jour­
nalists, according to a Swedish news­
paper.
(Credit: PTS and InterNews,
Berkeley, Ca.)
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Out cold
The bizarre technology o f freezing 
corpses in the hope that they may 
one day be brought back to life 
achieved some notoriety during the 
1960s. In recent years, for a variety 
o f reasons, interest has been falling 
away. In Los Angeles last week, 
Mr. Robert Nelson, president o f the 
California Cryonics Society, revealed 
that the number o f inquiries re­
ceived by the society had markedly 
declined. Rising costs o f preserving 
the corpses is one reason for the 
decline in interest. Two bodies — 
to be followed possibly by a third, 
that o f Dr. Robert Bedford, the 
first to be treated by the process — 
have been withdrawn from the deep 
freeze because the families con­
cerned have lost interest in the pro­
ject. At present 14 bodies are 
stored in rented spaces in Los An­
geles and New Jersey. It takes $300 
a year to maintain (through liquid 
oxygen) the required temperature 
o f —320 degrees Fahrenheit. The
total cost o f cryonic “ suspension”  
is in the region o f $20,000 including 
the cost o f a stainless steel cylinder. 
In an effort to control rising costs 
the California society is experi­
menting with laiger — communal — 
cylinders.
(Credit: New Scientist)_________
The Chilean military junta is 
tightening its grip on any possible 
opposition to the regime’s supremacy 
with a series o f new decrees. The 
Chilean Supreme Court last week 
upheld a lower court ruling that 
children can be held in concentration 
camps as a “ preventive measure 
meant for the protection o f the 
State” . That issue was raised by 
the detention o f a 15 year old 
boy — Luis Menos Meza — who 
was being held in a camp by the 
junta, which said he had been “ an 
active. member o f the Chilean Com­
munist Party since he was 11”  and 
had “ participated in support o f the 
Marxist government” .
In another development, the junta 
ruled last week that prison sentences 
will be handed out to persons found 
guilty o f  writing political graffiti 
which is deemed “ an insult to the 
honorable military junta and other 
governmental authorities” . The junta 
ruling was specifically directed 
against bus drivers and passengers, 
because slogans such as “ Kill the 
Fascists”  and “ Down with the Junta”  
have been appearing on bus seats.
Fatherland
Argentine President Juan Peron 
has launched a national “ Anti Birth 
Control”  campaign to increase that 
country’s population. The campaign 
claims that contraceptives are “ un- 
Argentine”  and damage the “ natural 
and intended”  role o f women. Peron 
has said that the campaign is neces­
sary to forge the country into a 
powerful force in South America, 
and that contraceptives “ keep young 
people away from their national 
duties” .
Some Argentine observers have' 
criticised the campaign on the 
grounds that the country already 
has over one million people un­
employed, and that over 300,000 
Argentine women seek abortions 
every year.
From now on, in order for an 
Argentine woman to get a prescrip­
tion for birth control pills, she must 
first get the approval o f three 
doctors.
Got a flash?
The people who put out the 
“ Whole Earth Catalog”  — the Por- 
tola Institute — are coming out 
with a new project, a book about 
energy.
With help from the Palo Alto 
Ecology Action Group, the New 
Alchemy Institute, and Alternative 
Sources o f Energy, the new book — 
called the “ Energy Primer”  — is 
to be the first major survey o f 
alternative energy systems.
It will focus “ primarily on solar 
and wind power,methane generation, 
and small scale water power” .
The book is scheduled for publica­
tion in late summer, and should 
run as long as 120 pages. Like 
the “ Whole Earth Catalog” , people 
who suggest ideas or write reviews 
for the “ Energy Primer”  will be 
paid for their help — in this case 
$5 for a suggestion, another $5 
for a review, and a tetter about 
success or failure in alternative energy 
systems will bring another $5 on 
publication.
People with review ideas should 
contact the Whole Earth Truck 
Store, 558 Santa Cruz Avenue, 
Menlo Park, California, USA 94025.
What is the right hand doing in this picture?
While to the simple minded this may appear to be a picture o f l woman 
holding a submachine gun, it is actually, according to the FBI, the innocent 
victim o f a kidnapping being forced at gunpoint to appear to be taking part 
in a bank robbery.
What do you think?
FBI experts claimed that one o f her hands (presumably the right one) was 
tied inside her coat pocket during the two minute raid. Surprisingly, they 
were unable to say whether the gun was loaded. Apparently the FBI was 
able to see inside the coat, but not inside the gun.
Independent bourgeois-anarchist experts on photo interpretation (IBAEPI) 
have come up with some other possibilities: she was reaching for a piece of 
chewing gum; she was trying to scratch herself without being noticed; it was 
a cold day and she needed to warm up her trigger finger. Or perhaps she 
doesn’t have a right hand at all (was it removed for future packaging and 
mailing after the style o f the Getty ear-lopping?).
But if you look at the picture you will see that the gun, as with the guns 
worn by all the people photographed, is slung inside the coat, so that the 
coat can cover the gun if necessary. It ’s not only perves who cut holes in 
their pockets.
But the FBI didn’t have to limit itself to what was actually shown in the 
photograph. And neither do you. Enter the fantasy o f John Kelly, assistant 
in charge o f the 150 FBI men involved in the investigation. This is his 
scenario: “ The SLA could have forced her by saying they had someone out 
there who would kill her or kill her family or blow up her home or some­
thing. She may have been under all kinds o f duress. They could have said 
they were going to kidnap her sister or something. Who knows what 
they told her?”
The FBI concern is ridiculously pious in the light (sound) o f an SLA tape 
in Patricia Hearst’s voice released on March 9 — a month and a half ago 
when she says, “ I realise now that it’s the FBI who wants to murder me. 
Only the FBI and certain people in the government stand to gain anything 
from my death” . For her selfprotection, she says, “ I have been issued with 
a 12 gauge shotgun and I have been receiving instructions on how to 
use it” .
The truth is that we know quite a lot about what they told her from the 
lengthy SLA communiques which have been released: “ Members o f the 
Federation (the Symbionese Federation) have also given me important 
books to read. I have been reading a book by George Jackson called 
“ Blood in My Eye” . I ’m starting to understand what he means when he 
talks about fascism in America.”  These communications have been virtually 
ignored in the Australian press.
The FBI has 1,000 photographs o f the bank raid and they managed to find 
one other about which, with a bit o f that old police imagination, they were 
able to say: “ Patricia Hearst appears . . . together with another person 
holding what appears to be a semiautomatic carbine trained in the direction 
o f Patricia Hearst.”  From this, the apparent Federal Prosecutor from
northern California, James Browning, was able to conclude: “ I think its 
clear from one o f these photographs that she may have been acting under 
duress — at gunpoint. At least that’s a possibility.”  This was despite the fact 
that all the actual witnesses o f the robbery got no such impression at all 
indeed, quite to the contrary. The photograph in question is able to bear a 
totally different interpretation: both guns are aimed at people lying on the 
floor o f the bank.
The police and the media have been caught on one foot (the wrong foot) 
by the Hearst affair. They are totally committed to creating as much sym­
pathy as possible for the victims o f political kidnappings and to ignoring the 
object o f the kidnappings. This is why they were so desperate to find some 
explanation for Tania’s bank robbing and commitment to the SLA, other 
than the obvious one.
Match meets 
match
The right wing French magazine 
Paris Match has lost a libel suit 
brought against it by the popular 
Marxist theoretician and writer, Regis 
Debray.
The suit grew out o f a Paris, 
Match attack against the writer, in 
which it was reported that the “ abo­
minable”  Regis Debray once told 
his friend, Chilean President Salvador 
Allende, that “ True Marxism in Chile 
could not be attained without killing 
200,000 Chileans” .
The publication was found guilty 
and was ordered to pay about $600 
in damages to Debray. Debray then 
declared that the award will be sent 
straight to the Chilean resistance 
movement — an action that’s sure 
to anger Paris Match editors.
(Credit: InterNews, Berkeley, Ca.)
Starvation
Recent US congressional testi­
mony from a variety o f experts 
on the African drought revealed that 
some 25 million Africans are suffer­
ing severe hardship as a result o f 
the continuing drought across the 
Sahara. One expert said that at least 
one in eveiy four persons in some 
eight African nations is now starving.
The drought has spread beyond 
its original boundaries to include 
the countries o f Senegal, Mauritania, 
Upper Volta, Mali, Chad, Niger, 
Sudan, Kenya and Ethiopia. In Niger 
alone nearly half o f the four million 
population is reported to be on 
the brink o f starvation. Senator 
Edward Kennedy said that in nor­
thern Ethiopia at least 100,000 per­
sons have died and “ the numbers 
are steadily climbing every day” .
Dr. Morris Greene o f the UN’s 
Food, and Agriculture Organisation 
said that the harvest prospects for 
this year are even worse than last 
year’s. He said that emergency food 
needs will double this year.
At the conclusion o f the hearings, 
Senator Kennedy called on Congress 
to restore the US loan to the Inter­
national Development Agency, which 
aids the world’s 25 poorest natiqns 
That $1.5 billion loan was axed 
by the House o f Representatives 
in January.
For whom 
the Bell 
tolls
In a recent shake up o f the 
Victorian Drug Squad, Detective Ser­
geant Michael Bell has been trans­
ferred to the Doncaster CIB. Bell, 
who gained notoriety for leaving
South
Africa
involved in the AIM takeover at 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota last 
year. This latest move is viewed 
by the defense as evidence that 
charges may be dropped against 
Banks and Means and possibly the 
other 100 persons slated to face 
charges stemming from the siege.
A  hearing based on defense 
charges o f governmental misconduct 
and the illegal monitoring o f the 
only ’phone line running out o f 
Wounded Knee during the siege has 
already been going for two weeks 
and has exposed other irregularities 
in the government’s case.
The new order by Nichols would 
require the Justice Department to 
open up the files o f the FBI in­
formants for inspection by the four 
prosecuting attorneys. The prosecu­
tors will be instructed to look for 
evidence o f FBI infiltration o f the 
Wounded Knee Legal Defense Com­
mittee. They will be furnished with a 
confidential list o f all the members o f 
thé defense committee — including 
lawyers — during and after the take­
over. Nichols threatened to dismiss 
all charges if the Justice Department 
were to refuse. And even though 
the Justice Department has con­
sented to allow inspection of the 
files, the Attorney General could 
decide to conceal the name o f any 
infiltrator possible for reasons o f 
national security, or danger to the 
infiltrator. I f  such a decision is made, 
Nichols says he will drop all charges. 
Said Judge Nichols, “ I deplore the 
democracy that has a spy system, 
but unfortunately we do” .
Cheap joints
Voters in Ann Arbor, Michigan 
this week restored that city’s amend­
ment to the city charter setting 
the penalty for the use and sale o f 
marijuana within the city to a $5 
fine. A  similar ordinance had been 
enacted two years ago, but was 
voted down by last year’s council.
The same marijuana law was also 
approved by voters in the city o f 
Ypsilanti, Michigan — about 15 miles 
from Ann Arbor. Both cities are 
major university towns.
The new law in both cities super­
cedes the Michigan state law, which 
calls for a penalty o f 90 days in 
jail and/or a $100 fine for possession 
or marijuana The state penalty for 
selling is pp to four years in prison. 
However, a stipulation in the amend­
ment passed this week directs the 
city to prosecute marijuana cases 
under the new city law, and not 
the stricter state law.
Observers in Ann Arbor predicted 
that the new law will be challenged 
by the State Attorney General’s 
office.
In the Ann Arbor municipal elec­
tion, two University o f Michigan 
students won seats on the city coun­
cil. One o f the student winners — 
Kathy Kozachenko — ran on the 
radical Human Rights ticket, and 
actively campaigned as a lesbian.
The Italian daily newspaper I I  
Manifesto reports that the racist 
South African government has more 
than doubled its armed forces in 
the last three years, and is actively 
developing the technology to create 
a nuclear bomb.
The paper says that the South 
African army has swelled from 44,- 
000 soldiers in 1970 to 109,000 
today. The military has increased 
its tank force from 300 to 800, 
and tripled its jet fighter force to 
116. They’ve also added three new 
battleships, bringing the fleet to 
nine.
But what’s most alarming about 
the increased militarisation o f the 
South African regime" is a report 
that the white minority government 
is sponsoring research into a new 
technique to produce enriched ura­
nium. I f  successful, the research 
could lead to the production o f 
nuclear bombs armed with Uranium 
235.
The Italian newspaper reports 
that the South African government 
is exchanging atomic information 
with other western powers, including 
its long time ally, Israel.
(Credit: PTS, Berkeley, Ca.)
things behind in raids, will probably 
continue to display his high standards 
o f law enforcement in his new post­
ing. However there are strong ru- 
mros in the police force that Bell 
would prefer to work full time in 
an Elsternwick milk bar, perhaps 
as the store detective. Also trans­
ferred from the squad was one of 
Melbourne’s most popular drug de­
tectives, and second in charge o f 
the squad, Geoff Baker. Baker is 
to go to Cyprus — and everyone 
is hoping he stays there.
Paleface
Federal District Court Judge Fred 
Nichols — presiding over the trial 
of American Indian Movement (AIM ) 
leaders Dennis Banks and Russell 
Means in St. Paul, Minnesota — 
has ordered that the Justice Depart­
ment open the file on FBI informers
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Behind Sydney's petrol strike
Kings of the road get 
too big for their trucks
by Hall Greenland
Riding high in the howdahs o f 
their mechanised dinosaurs, petrol 
tanker drivers; move, aside for no- 
one: they are' kings o f the road.
Fortnight back it looked like 
Sydney’s suspended tanker drivers 
were about to seize the oil refineries 
and run them themselves.
WORKER CONTROL THREAT 
ON OIL banner-headlined the Sun- 
Herald in its three quarters o f a 
million copies on Sunday, March 31.
Page one ‘led off: “ Oil company 
workers yesterday, in a surprise 
move, threatened to take worker 
control o f plants and deliver petrol 
and fuel to customers . . .”
Page one o f the Daily Telegraph 
the next day was every bit as 
dramatic.
“ I f  the companies try to stop 
the men they will be doing so at 
their own peril,”  the newspaper 
quoted one union official as saying.
These threats emanated from a 
closed meeting o f union officials 
and shop stewards on Saturday after­
noon. They code named the opera­
tion “ Plan A ” . The press reports 
were heavy with drama but short 
on details. “ We want to retain the 
element* o f surprise”  explained one 
'union official.
AH this was a counterstroke to . 
the solidarity o f the oil company 
bosses.
On March 19 the arbitration 
¡court, after a request from Shell, 
revoked a seven dollar a week special 
allowance one o f its judges had 
given to Shell workers on January 31. 
The Shell drivers immediately struck.
With Shell outlets running dry, 
motorists and other users began to 
switch to other brands. So on March 
26, Shell — who have the biggest 
slice o f the market — requested 
the other companies to deliver to 
Shell service stations and clients.
The other companies agreed. 
These companies knew full well that 
to ask their drivers to do this was 
to ask them to “ scab” , which they 
wouldn’t do, and which would lead 
to their suspension and a stop to 
all deliveries. Which is precisely what 
happened.
“ When I got to work on Wed­
nesday, Md*ch 27,”  a Caltex (friver 
told me, “ I was given three orders: 
one for Brambles and two for Shell 
customers. I knocked them back. 
Then they were presented to every 
driver in the depot. They all knocked 
them back. So we were all sus­
pended.
“ We continued to report for work 
but refused to take any list of 
orders that contained Shell orders, 
so no trucks left the depots.”
*  *  *
I fronted at Sydney’s largest oil 
terminal — the Caltex-Ampol one 
at Banksmeadow — on Monday at 
7.00 am to witness Plan A  go into 
operation.
The kings o f the road were 
meeting in a huddle in the middle 
o f a car park, hearing about Plan A 
for the first time. After about 15 
minutes they bought it. After all, 
the idea had come from the ACTU 
leaders. Like all their meetings it 
was not open to the media.
That scene was so typical o f 
the drivers, who constitute a kind 
o f brotherhood. Though not hostile 
they are suspicious o f the media 
and tight lipped. Most o f them have 
been drivers for a long time — 
average age is about 40. They are 
nonimmigrant Australian working 
men who drink in the public bars 
o f hotels and go to Rugby League 
matches at the weekend. Their last 
big strike was about 18 months 
ago when they struck for the demand
wm
The kings meet in a huddle Sydney Morning Herald
Greig Pickhaver tunes into latest developments in FM and receives
H opeful vibes for 
Free Mind radio
Until a couple o f weeks ago, it looked as if FM radio would be intro­
duced in Australia within the next year. Now, with double disillusionment 
in Canberra, FM radio becomes another variety o f elector bait. The ALP 
promise to spend $56 million on FM in the next year is a strong entice­
ment for people who enjoy good sound, and for people who are excited at 
the prospect o f experimenting with new radio programming concepts based 
on the ideas o f popular access and control.
FM services have never been in­
troduced, because the political po­
wers o f the day could never see any 
advantage in doing so. In recent 
years, FM has been the subject of 
reports, inquiries, commissions, in­
decisions, false starts, broken pro­
mises . . . and its future remains in­
conclusive. The media monopolies 
and the electronics lobbies with 
their bureaucratic friends have 
fought with chess-masterly skill to 
maintain control over the media and 
to ensure their financial advantage.
Criticisms of, existing radio ser­
vices are obvious: a sameness o f ap­
proach, a smallness o f interests, a 
transparent bias pervade ‘the culture’ 
they offer. Changes only occur when 
profits and ratings determine that 
they have to. Access and influence 
Ure denied to the community. As
and lows as you might on the 
sound shops’ most expensive gear. 
Well not quite, but a lot o f the 
background noise, rattle and bumps 
o f AM radio disappear in FM. A 
greater range o f volume can be 
transmitted. Stereo broadcasting is 
possible and soon quadrophonic 
broadcasting will be available once 
some bugs are ironed out,
In countries where FM has been 
introduced, these technical advan­
tages have enabled a different style 
o f broadcasting to develop. What 
emerged was a concern for the 
quality o f programs and the realisa­
tion that radio needed no more 
than quite low keyed organisations 
— organisations that can operate 
without expensive fronts, paid per­
sonalities, the promotions business, 
new cars and executives, all o f
to mention the science fiction, the 
documentaries and news services 
which provide a wry, ironic de­
tached and cynical view o f the 
straight media’s reportage o f which 
even Brecht could approve. It ’s not 
that AM stations can’t do these 
things, it’s that they don’t. Their 
whole raison d’etre is different. The 
history o f any non ABC noncom­
mercial broadcasting in Australia is 
virtually nonexistent. FM transmis­
sion was introduced in the late ’40s 
but ceased again in 1961 when the 
VHF bands were given over to 
broadcasting country TV, Any inde­
pendent stations (campus affairs) 
have been jammed on the ends o f 
your dial with heavy restrictions 
placed on what they can broadcast, 
in almost a deliberate attempt to 
prevent any audience from discover­
ing them.
What the government will even­
tually décidé about FM remains un­
certain. A recent report shows that 
it is now likely that FM transmit 
sion will be on the VHF band, 
which means that FM receivers cur­
that their local unipn officials rather 
than their far o ff Melbourne based 
federal officials, represent them be­
fore the arbitration court.
The drivers may be militant — 
but their attitudes towards women 
are a little less than revolutionary. 
Later that morning, as they < were 
loitering around the gates, a woman 
office worker arrived. She got the 
predictable sexist treatment. “ Put 
her on TV,”  one o f the drivers 
shouted to the camerapeople. “ Gonna 
streak for us, darling?”  others yelled 
at her.
Later that morning, in fact, one 
o f the drivers did streak. The as­
tonished camerapeople missed it and 
requested a rerun. “ No go,”  one 
o f his mates reported, “ he’s afraid 
his old lady will go o ff her face 
if  she sees him on the tellvl”
About 7.30 the tankers started 
to charge out o f the depot, swing 
left into Botany Road, and speed 
west towards the city.. As they sped 
past the media ' corps and knots 
o f fellow drivers outside the main 
office, each driver would shake his 
clasped hands triumphantly above 
his head like Big Ben Bolt or Joe 
Palooka.
Plan A was very simple. Drivers 
accepted the list o f orders given 
them, delivered to their own com­
pany’s customers, and dropped the 
Shell order o ff at one o f their com­
pany’s service stations. The first Am- 
pol driver out, for instance, had 
two Ampol orders (which he duly 
delivered) and a Shell order for 
a funeral parlor (which he dropped 
at an Amppl station in Mascot),
Of course when the boss woke 
up to what was going down, he 
stopped issuing any orders at all. 
“At least we’ve showed we’re willing 
to deliver petrol and that it’s the 
companies who are stopping deli­
veries”  was how Derek Carter, Am­
pol shop steward, put it.
So that was all. Nevertheless I 
ventured: “ Reading the newspapers 
made it solind like you were going 
to just fill up your tankers your­
selves, regardless o f the boss. Was 
that on?”
“ Jesus, no. That’d be anarchy. 
Those newspaper reports scared some 
o f the blokes. When they got here 
this morning they said to me: ‘What’s 
all this about? I don’t fancy getting 
arrested.’ But that was never on.”
Some might wince at such a con­
servative statement, but for the 
higher-ups what the men were doing 
was more imoortant than anything 
they were saying. The drivers got 
an editorial caning from the Sydney
Morning Herald the next day. Note 
the headmasterly Dut down in this:
“ The trade unions put their “ Ran, 
A ”  into effect yesterday. Nobody 
was impressed. The net result was 
that a trickle o f petrol and fuel 
oil was distributed and that many 
tanker drivers were stood down be­
cause o f the way they distributed it. 
They were instructed to deliver part 
o f their loads to Shell outlets, drove 
away and, no doubt chuckling at 
their supreme cunning, delivered 
them .elsewhere. So they were put 
o ff without pay, and deserved to 
be.”
But the drivers were far from 
chastened. That same afternoon in 
the arbitration court, companies and 
union officials came to an under­
standing. The companies were to 
allow their drivers to resume normal 
working the next day (Tuesday) and 
the union officials would get the 
Shell drivers back into their trucks 
on Wednesday.
All drivers — bar Shell — did 
resume on Tuesday morning, but 
went on strike on Tuesday after­
noon when they discovered they 
were not to be paid for the days 
they were suspended. On Thursday 
the court decided they should be 
paid for those days, but the drivers 
for Caltex, Amoco and BP decided 
to stay on strike, nevertheless, until 
they were paid for the time they 
were on strike.
In staying out, the Caltex, Amo­
co and BP drivers rejected the advice 
of their union officials. Or as the 
Sydney Morning Herald put it: “ the 
drivers are defying their officials” . 
Which appears to be a fantastic 
statement. After all, officials are 
supposed to be elected servants o f 
their members. How can the drivers 
“ defy”  their servants? Easy, if you 
accept the Herald's definition o f 
democracy as meaning you elect 
representatives who then have the 
right to order you about.
Meanwhile the Shell drivers re­
fused to go back empty pocketed 
on Wednesday and only resumed 
work the following week, when four 
dollars o f the seven o f their special 
allowance was restored by the arbi­
tration court.
The Caltex, Amoco and BP dri­
vers remained out until Easter and 
in the process changed their demand 
from pay for when they were on 
strike1, to a signed undertaking from 
each o f their companies that they
would never ask their drivers to 
deliver petrol to customers o f a 
company whose drivers were on 
strike.
Now if such ah undertaking were 
to be extracted, it would mean that 
if one o f the oil companies were 
strike bound then all the other com­
panies would carry on and their 
service stations would be getting 
the custom normally going to the 
strike bound company. Obviously 
the strike bound company would 
then be under big pressure to capitu­
late to their strikers. In the present 
situation, where the companies band 
together, this pressure isn’t on.
In simple terms, what the Caltex, 
Amoco and BP drivers were after 
was an increase in the workers’ 
power vis a vis the companies.
With an election looming and 
with an indication that the ACTU 
would take up their case if they 
went back, the Caltex, Amoco and 
BP drivers agreed to go back.
Whether an election or ACTU 
intervention will get the kings what 
they want, must be open to ques­
tion . It might be they won’t get 
what they want this side o f “ anarchy” 
— this side o f seizing and running 
their own show.
the audience grows disillusioned 
with TV, and cynical o f its ability 
to change, sets are being switched 
off. Radio, hopefully, will reemerge 
and return to what it does best . . . 
letting its audience think, use its 
imagination and participate.
Present radio services in Australia 
are transmitted by AM (Amplitude 
Modulation) in the middle range o f 
the frequencies available. AM means 
that sounds are transmitted by vary­
ing the amplitude o f the waves 
which carry them. In FM (Fre­
quency Modulation), the qualities o f 
sound are transmitted by varying 
the frequency o f the carrying wave. 
FM radio waves are transmitted in 
the VHF (Very High Frequency) or 
UHF (Ultra High Frequency) ranges 
o f the available frequency spectrum.
This method o f broadcasting en­
ables a higher fidelity o f sound to 
be received. You can hear the highs
Woman unionist bashed; cops super-cool
Kamikaze raid on scab pub
by Alice Bergen
The Albion Hotel in Carlton, Mel­
bourne is a very dicey place, both 
sides o f the bar.
It occupies a plum position on a 
corner o f Carlton’s main drag, Lygon 
Street. In its three bars, workers rub 
shoulders with trendies, anarchists, 
crims and Scene people; reputations 
are massacred, and fftts and other 
weapons have been raised in anger.
Last Saturday night Kay Chadwick 
member o f the striking Liquor and 
Allied Trades Union, was bodily 
thrown out o f the Albion by non­
union barmen and, she alleges, the 
licensee o f the pub. Later that eve­
ning she was severely beaten up 
outside the hotel.
Chadwick went to the Albion 
main bar at 9.30 on Saturday eve­
ning; she shouted to the drinkers 
that scab labor was working the ho­
tel and that any union members 
drinking there should leave straight 
away. Four o f the hotel’s staff 
got her o ff her feet and tried to 
throw her out. In the struggle 
she broke a window and cut her 
foot deeply on a glass door.
“ Someonp rang the police,”  
Chadwick says, “ and they dragged 
me bodily to the Carlton police 
station. I was released in the cus­
tody o f my boss [Kevin White- 
law o f the nearby Astor Hotel]
— and no charges were made.
“ By the time I got home I was 
pretty furious. I picked up some 
white paint and a brush to do a
paint-up on the hotel. I walked 
up to Carlton, and it was getting on 
towards midnight when I got back to 
to the Albion.
“ There were two carloads of 
people, women and men — I 
guess they were waiting for me. I 
started painting ‘scab’ on the walls.
I hadn’t done much before they 
grabbed me — the barman I ’d 
first spoken to in the pub earlier, 
the licensee Brian Isaacs, and a 
woman who also works in the pub.
“ The two men held me while 
the woman smashed me in toe face 
with her fist. The two men encour­
aged her. Other people were calling 
out ‘Go on, hit the slut, she’s 
only a prostitute — she can’t earn a 
living behind the bar.’
“ I fought back but one o f the 
fellows kicked me in the ribs. I 
must have fallen down — I was un­
conscious for a couple o f seconds, 
and when I was down, one man 
kipked me in the head. No-one 
came to my aid.
“ Then Isaacs, the licensee, helped 
me on to the seat. He said, ‘That’s 
enough, leave her alone.’ I had one 
more go at painting, and then the 
police came.”
The police did not take Chadwick 
— or any o f the bashers — into cus­
tody. She staggered down Faraday 
Street, severely cut and bruised, 
half-stunned and covered in blood 
and white paint, and was found in 
a doorway by people living nearby.
When the police came to toe 
house, they wanted only to “ dis­
cuss the matter and clear it up."
They steadfastly declined to charge 
Chadwick, Isaacs or the other 
bashers, claiming that this was “ in 
Kay’s interests — a personal matter” . 
They pointed out that she could 
have been charged with disturbing 
the peace, not to mention malicious 
damage, but neglected to enumerate 
possible charges against Chadwick’s 
attackers. In fact, the whole police 
handling o f the matter was un­
characteristically low-profile.
Local feeling, however, is running 
high. A  large percentage o f the 
Albion’s regulars are interested in, 
if not committed to, union action, 
and there’s a clear understanding o f 
toe meaning o f scab labor.
The Liquor and Allied Trades 
Union is strikingfor a wage increase 
o f $20.20 a week. Kay Chadwick 
describes the union as “ pretty 
weak”  — particularly where women 
members are concerned, most o f 
whom work in soft drink fac­
tories and motels, isolated from 
their fellow workers, and earning 
too little to afford to lose several 
days’ pay for a strike.
“ At union meetings women are 
howled down if they try to bring up 
their own problems — all the offic­
ials want to do is get on with the 
brewery workers’ business. The 
brewery workers are the only people 
who get anything out o f that 
union.”
* * *
Pub popularity can die as sudden­
ly as it was born — this time the Al­
bion may have cut its own throat.
which aren’t essential for broad­
casting but chew up the money. FM 
has also made possible the vision, 
and in some places (eg: Amsterdam) 
the reality o f community radio sys­
tems . lower powered stations 
broadcasting over a smaller radius, 
and catering to the needs and inte­
rests o f the communities involved. 
Specialist stations are also possible 
. . . broadcasting particular kinds of 
music, or whatever.
FM technology is simpler than 
AM, but AM could have been uti­
lised in more socially useful ways 
than it has been. The reasons it 
hasn’t are to do with profit, mono­
poly control, and the fact that 
broadcasting licences in Australia 
have never been reviewed and/or re­
allocated. FM is crucial also in 
making available the high frequency 
sections o f the wave band.
Everyone has heard something 
about FM in America . . . the Fire- 
sign Theatre (a berserk group, “ one 
o f them collects buffaloes” ) doing 
commercial spots and improvisations, 
Eldridge Cleaver and Bobby Seale 
having a telephone conversation,
Rod Stewart’s new album played in 
its entirety without interrupation, 
KJAZ, a station in San Francisco 
that plays only jazz, the link up 
with TV  networks to broadcast live 
concerts in stereo — the stuff o f 
anybody’s fantasies about radio, not
rently on the market will be able to 
tune in. (The proposal for transmis­
sion on the UHF band would have 
meant the development o f equip* , 
ment unique to Australia. The elec­
tronics industry would have been 
jumping for joy, and the listeners 
would have borne the cost.)
Licences are likely to go to the 
ABC and commercial outlets, but a 
third type o f station has also been 
proposed . . .  a nonprofit, com­
munity access station. Hopefully, 
this kind o f station would cater for 
educational, migrant and community 
needs in general. Its responsiveness 
to these needs obviously depends on 
toe power o f radio users to deter­
mine its control and uses. I f  such 
stations are to happen in Australia, 
more people are going to have to 
make more noise about it. One 
group anticipating applying for a li­
cence to operate such a station is 
the Alternative Radio Association, 
based at 325 Drummond Street, 
Carlton, Victoria. Write to this add­
ress for information on plans and 
actions.
Tired o f twiddling the tranny for 
something that won’t give you a mi­
graine or drive you loony with 
boredom? FM radio will make it 
possible to break the monopoly 
stranglehold on radio media in Aust­
ralia. We can’t afford to let the 
chance slip by !
A SUBURBAN record shop where James Last is last.
283 Glenferrie Road, Malvern, Victoria, Australia, 3144. 
Four doors from High Street. Phone: 50.1952.
In the words of Martin Mull:
‘Get back to your roots in the suburbs . . .” 
particularly in Malvern at Pet Sounds.
P.S.: This shop is dedicated to  Kong.
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Ghosts and other fantasies
Behind the double dissolution
Why did Whit lam fall?
What do Whitlam and the Others think is good for us? 
What system o f government will we have in 1984 ?
H all Greenland and Phillip  Frazer hazard some answers
Sure, Snedden couldn’t go two 
rounds with a revolving door. If 
that* was all Whitlam’s opposition, 
it’d be a cake walk.
But in this world we’re ruled 
not only by men, but by the ghosts 
o f men and their legacies.
When the political grandfathers 
of Snedden, Anthony, and Joh 
Bjelke-Peterson got together back in 
the 1890s to set up a federal 
government for Australia, they 
wanted it to be a flea bite o f an 
outfit.
For they were states’ politicians ~ 
and certainly didn’t want a govern­
ment which might stand over theirs. 
Also they were representatives o f 
men o f property and a big federal 
government would cost money 
which would come (they feared) 
from those Forsyte Saga types who 
were their friends.
So they set up a machine for 
federal government with brakes on 
every wheel.
One o f those brakes was the 
“ senate” .
The Federal Parliament they set 
up was to have two houses. The 
lower one, the House o f Represen­
tatives, was to be a pretty straight­
forward democratic outfit. The ;> 
party or coalition o f parties who 
had a majority there, would be the 
Federal government.
The upper house, called the Se­
nate, was a more peculiar contrap­
tion. Voters voted away their power 
to Senators for six years while the 
House o f Representatives had three 
year terms. But the most peculiar 
thing was that normally when there 
was a House o f Representatives’ 
election, only half the Senate would 
be' elected.
That made this now familiar 
scenario possible: a government with 
a majority in both the House o f Re­
presentatives and Senate would go 
to the polls and get beaten, but the 
new government would not win 
enough Senate seats to cancel out 
the Senate majority the old govern­
ment had gained years before.
As everything the House o f Re­
presentatives does Js: vetted by the 
Senate; this means a House o f Repre­
sentatives refleetihg the Current pub­
lic mood could be hamstrung by a 
Senate composed o f yesterday’s 
people.
And it was that situation which 
crucified the Whitlam government 
just before Easter.
All this wouldn’t have amazed 
the 1890s’ stagers — rather it would 
have delighted them. In fact this 
scenario was pointed out to the 
founding fathers at the genesis with­
out shaking them one iota.
The Senate wasn’t the only check 
set up to stop tearaway Federal 
governments.
The 1890s men made sure that a 
whole lot o f power remained with 
state governments. And these go­
vernments had built in“ brakes”  too. 
Though these “ brakes”  weren't so 
much aimed at stopping the growth 
o f these governments — rather at 
stopping any radicalism. While the 
lower houses in state Parliaments 
were more or less democratically 
elected the states’ equivalents to the 
Senate were -usually composed o f 
members (there for life mostly^ap- 
pointed from the Establishment or 
elected by people o f property.
Whitlam was aware o f all this. By 
virtue o f the fact that state govern­
ments rely to a large extent on the 
enormous, wealth o f the Federal 
government, he tried to direct the 
states in what they did within cer­
tain fields that the constitution re­
served for them. He tried to bribe 
his wav Dast those limits.
The Gair affair was also essen- ; 
tially a manoeuvre to gain control 
o f the Senate and so ease o ff that 
brake. Even if it had succeeded, and 
from July 1 Labor controlled the 
Senate, the Senate up till then 
would have really slammed the 
brakes on. Not to mention the state 
governments: their obstruction 
would have increased enormously.
Snedden, Anthony, Joh Bjelke- 
Peterson and Askin aren’t geniuses. 
They just operated a machine made 
to order.
Brought to a halt — the Senate 
wouldn’t vote him any money or 
pass any o f his ideas into law — 
Whitlam decided to clear the decks 
with a double dissolution: and 
election for the House o f Represen­
tatives and all the Senate.
8 What Whitlam is hoping for is a 
House o f Representatives, majority 
and an evenly split Senate. Under a 
peculiarity o f the constitution he 
can then arrange a joint sitting of 
both houses and submit to a vote 
those six pieces o f legislation* 
which the old Senate twice knocked 
back.
problems. Their solution was new 
departments and piles o f money.
In a just published book, 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee, two 
academic lefties, Bruce MacFarlane 
and Bob Catley, claim that Labor’s 
handouts are only a cover for their 
other aim of making the economy 
more efficient. Fatten up the wor­
kers, better to exploit them.
As for the Liberal and Country 
Parties, they’re bad mouthing Labor 
because a lot o f their business mates 
(and farmers are only business- 
people) have now got to make their 
own way in the world, without sub­
sidies and kickbacks.
Not that Labor’s welfare splurge 
makes the Liberal and Country Par­
ties any happier.
They believe it’s silly to make 
changes to make the masses happy 
till you absolutely have to. It ’s not 
so much that Labor’s doing wrong 
by wanting to hand out millions to 
childcare, medical insurance, schools, 
artists, turtle farmers, blacks and 
no good hippy bums . . . it’s that 
they are ¿ding it out o f the twisted
T H E  L A B O U R  CRISIS.
Capital: “See here, my man, one of us must either go back, or else lie down and let the 
other walk over him. Now, which of us shall it be?” (And that is now the question.)
From the Bulletin, i 6th August 1890.
The double dissolution is an at­
tempt to get a momentary release of 
the brakes.
* * *
Why did Whitlam want to create 
a bigger, better, and freer spending 
Federal government?
Whitlam got his head together 
politically during the last world war. 
During that war the power o f the 
Federal government grew enormous­
ly and helped guarantee Australia 
was on the winning team. This pro­
bably convinced Whitlam that big 
government was beneficial.
Besides Whitlam and Labor were 
appalled at geriatric squalor, squalid 
schools, crippling hospital bills, un- 
livable cities and all the other le­
gacies o f 23 years o f conservative 
government.
They believed that only the 
Federal government with enormous 
financial resources at its command 
(they collect most o f the taxes and 
print the money), could solve these
goodness o f their welfare state 
hearts. That’s giving in. Liberals, 
Country Party folk, and a fair num­
ber o f Labor Party hacks, have a 
habit o f calling this “ socialism’V
With apologies to Dubcek and 
the Czechoslovaks, you could say 
Labor is into creating “ capitalism 
with a human mask” .
On May 18 voters will be con­
fronted with three pieces of paper. 
The first two will be the House of 
Representatives and Senate ballot 
papers. The third will contain pro­
posed changes to the constitution 
which they will be asked to vote 
“ Yes”  or “ Nox”  to.
While changes two, three and 
four can be seen as moves to ease 
o ff the “ brakes” , it’s change num­
ber one — to make it possible for 
the Federal government to grant 
money directly to local government 
without any interference from the 
states — which provides the stuff o f 
fantasies.
Whitlam in office has not only 
meant a bigger Canberra, but has en­
couraged local grass roots initiatives. 
The women’s centre in Sydney is 
just one example (see that story 
page 8).
He has also encouraged locals to 
look past their state capital to Can­
berra for aid and encouragement. 
Leichardt Council in Sydney wants 
to stop an inner city expressway 
and also to save 47 acres o f working 
class inner city housing from being 
sold to developers — it approaches 
the Federal government and looks 
like getting satisfaction on both 
counts.
The examples could be multi­
plied.
Whitlam’s attack on the states — 
long the enemy o f effective local 
government — can also be seen as 
encouragement o f local initiative 
and power:
p| Now no Federal government 
could practically deal with the 
hundreds o f local councils through­
out Australia. In order to overcome 
this problem the Labor government 
has been encouraging local councils 
to form regional bodies to deal di­
rectly with Canberra.
The point is: where does this 
leave the states? And the answer is: 
nowhere. And who would care?
So under Whitlam a new Federal, 
setup is emerging, to challenge the 
old one in which the states have 
pride o f place. If  the first referen-n 
dum question were to be carried, 
the now subterranean conflict bet­
ween these two setups would soon 
surface.
As Whitlam wrestles with the 
limitations o f an old setup, he’s pre­
paring a new one. Doubtless under 
the new setup, the Federal govern­
ment would be tops. Whether or not 
the locals will, or should, wear that, 
is something open to question.
* Two o f the Bills are for setting 
up a universal health scheme and an­
other one is to cut down the per­
missible variation between the size 
o f city and country electorates from  
20%t to ten per cent. The other 
three Bills have to do with creating 
government firms to buy back part 
o f the farm sold o ff  before 1972.
D ying all the w ay to the bank
“The American government and Thieu cannot, o f  course, afford the 
implementation o f the Paris Accords, because'peace and freedom o f  
the Vietnamese people to choose their own destiny would destroy the 
Saigon regime as effectively as would an economic collapse. I t  is cer­
tain that Thieu and the Nixon administration will not freely choose 
the cheapest and quickest way to cure the Saigon economy's terminal 
malady: the full implementation o f the Paris Accords and the final 
attainment o f a genuine peace. But the alternative is infinitely more 
costly, both in terms o f continued human suffering and money.
“What is critical at this time is to prevent — not only in the US 
but also Western Europe and Japan — the Nixon administration's 
plan to use multilateral or bilateral solutions to expand economic aid 
to the Thieu regime and prolong the war. . .
“ Both bilateral and multilateral 
aid to Saigon violates the Paris Ac­
cords in many critical regards. The 
PRG is legally equal to the Saigon 
regime and it must be treated as 
such by international bodies. . . In 
effect . . . any aid to Thieu re­
wards him for his systematic viola­
tions o f the Accords — and allows 
him to continue them . . .
“ Thieu could not mobilise an in­
ternational effort on his own behalf 
but Washington might try to do so, 
and it quietly arranged for a secret 
World Bank study mission to go to 
Saigon at the end o f May (1973).
“ Report now in hand, thè World 
Bank and the Asian Development 
Bank with US prompting, then in­
vited the major capitalist nations to 
come to a confidential meeting in 
Paris on October 15 and 16 ( ’73).v
“ Participating were Australia, Bel­
gium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
France, West Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom, and 
o f course a large American dele<*a-
now wants to provide other nations 
with a stake in Thieu’s survival.
World Bank president Robert 
McNamara, principal architect o f the 
desecration o f Vietnam as US Sec­
retary o f Defense under Presidents 
Kennedy and Johnson, responded 
positively to President Thieu’s April 
1973 request for multilateral aid.
He insisted, however, on a “ truly 
international”  effort. What the. 
bank now projects:-is massive infu­
sions o f international capital — 70 
percent in grants and the rest in 
low interest, deferred-payment loans 
— on a semi-permanent basis.
The full force o f the bank’s pro­
posals emerges from its underlying 
political assumptions. The cardinal
grants ‘would probably have to be 
delayed’ but then Cargill went on 
to urge that ‘certain risks will have 
to be taken’ for if ‘appropriate’ 
sums were not forthcoming within 
a year or two, Thieu’s stability will principle o f this report —- directly 
be largely endangered*’ subversive o f the Paris Accords —
“ Whether or not the World Bank is that Saigon is the government o f 
convenes another meeting to collec- South Vietnam. The Accords give 
tively mobilise new sources o f aid equal status to the Provisional Re- 
for Thieu, it is certain, that Ameri-. volutionary Government and the 
can officials will urge individual Republic o f South Vietnam. But 
nations to increase bilateral econo-i I.P.M. Cargill, chairperson of the 
mic grants to Saigon and join in World Bank’s October meeting, 
at least a consultative group under lists only four states in Indochina: 
nominal World Bank aegis -  with the Khmer Republic, the Govem- 
the US pulling its strings. ment o f Laos, the Democratic
“ There is every indication indeed Republic o f Vietnam and the Re­
public o f Vietnam. The docu-
that this was on Robert McNamd 
ara’s agenda during early March, 
when as World Bank president, he 
visited Australia, New Zealand and 
' elsewhere.”
— Gabriel Kolko, American 
tic historian, author o f  The 
of American. Foreign Policy.
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Letter o f agreement 
between the US 
Navy Department 
and RMK-BRJ 
authorizing 
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new ‘isolation cells' 
(Tiger Cages) at a 
cost o f $400,000 
to US taxpayers.
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tion led by Nooter o f AID [US 
Agency for International Develop­
ment, described by Kolko as an 
‘unabashed instrument o f consolida­
ting neo-colonialism]. Also present 
were the IMF (International Mone­
tary Fund) and several large UN 
agencies.
“ I.P.M. Cargill o f the World 
Bank opened the meeting and 
immediately confessed that Thieu’s 
claims to control South Vietnam 
may or may not be valid. I f  his 
security declined, multilateral
ments mention the Provisional Re­
volutionary Government only once 
in passing, noting the existence o f 
“ pockets”  under its control.
In the face o f Thieu’s persistent 
actions to sabotage the peace ac- 
diploma-cords, multilateral aid serves to re- 
Roots ward continued sabotage and prolong 
the holocaust. For these reasons, 
a World Bank official described the 
papers as “ a terribly delicate matter 
that could easily be upset by undue 
publicity.”  The bank says it must 
maintain a “ politically neutral 
stance”  while acknowledging that 
“ the question o f multilateral ass­
istance to Thieu is very political.”
It is worth noting the stunning 
arrogance o f Secretary o f State 
Kissinger’s September statement ex­
plaining the “ recess”  in discussion o f 
aid to the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam “ pending assurance that the 
North Vietnamese are observing all 
the provisions o f the cease-fire ag­
reement. No requests for aid funds 
for North Vietnam will be made 
until we are satisfied as to North 
Vietnam’s adherence to the agree­
ment,”  Kissinger pontificated.
The great contributions o f the 
World Bank Papers'include their de­
tailed and devastating portrait o f 
the decaying Saigon economy. Al­
though the papers are based exclu­
sively on • ¡¿formation provided by ! 
Saigon (some o f it so outrageous as 
to embarrass even Washington, such 
as Thieu’s claim to control 95 per 
cent o f the population), the bank’s 
conclusions nevertheless manage to 
expose Saigon’s thinly-veiled propa­
ganda.
Meanwhile the casualties o f war 
include more than seven million re­
fugees, an urban (largely squatter and 
The above extracts were taken unemployed) population which has 
from an address presented to the more than doubled since 1960, and 
recent International Conference for 1.2 million men, .15 per cent o f the 
the Implementation o f the Paris Ag- labor force, who remain in the Sai- 
reements on Vietnam, in Stockholm, gon army. In 1973 new construc- 
The World Bank Papers, the sec. tion — a crucial long-range econo- 
ret report put together by the Worldmic indicator — fell to its lowest
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paris broken promises
The Vietnam Ceasefire Agreement was signéd in Paris òri January 17 1973 after years of negotiations. The 
four signatories were: the government of the United States of America, the government o f the Republic of 
South Vietnam, the government o f the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government o f the Republic o f South Vietnam;
“Article 1: The United States and
RECORD
★ SOUND A D V IC F  
from Gregoire Belmont- Youns ¡ex A JA 1: 
T ired  o f  being *  needled by high pressure 
gram ophone record  saleswackers? W hy not 
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call us at our Soutp Yarra *cam p and dis­
cuss the relationship between Cleary and 
his mum.
‘Sound’ as in music — get it?
‘N eed les ’ as in gram ophone needles. 
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‘P ick  up ’ arm; *phonogram .
See amp. *  etc. etc.
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all other countries respect the in­
dependence, sovereignty, unity and 
territorial integrity o f Vietnam as 
recognised by the 1954 Geneva agree­
ments on Vietnam.
“Article 4: The United States will 
not continue its military involve­
ment or intervene in the internal 
affairs o f South Vietnam.
“Article 5: Within 60 days o f the 
signing o f this agreement, there will 
be a total withdrawal from South 
Vietnam of troops, military per­
sonnel, including technical military 
personnel and military personnel as­
sociated, with the pacification pro­
gram, armaments, munitions and 
war material o f the United States 
and those o f the other foreign coun­
tries mentioned in Article 3(a). Ad­
visers from the above mentioned 
countries to all paramilitary or­
ganisations and the police force will 
also be withdrawn within the same 
period o f time.
“Article 8 :(c) The question o f the 
return o f Vietnamese civilian per­
sonnel captured and detained in 
South Vietnam will be resolved by 
the two South Vietnamese parties 
on the basis o f the principles of 
Article 21(b) o f the Agreement on 
the Cessation o f Hostilities in Viet­
nam o f July 20, 1954. The two 
South Vietnamese parties will do
so in a spirit o f national reconciliation 
and concord, with a view to ending 
hatred and enmity, in order to ease 
suffering and to reunite families. 
The two South Vietnamese parties 
will do their utmost to resolve this 
question within 90 days after the 
ceasefire comes into effect.
“Article 11: Immediately after the 
ceasefire, the two South Vietnamese 
parties will:
“ Achieve national reconciliatibp 
and concord, end hatred and enmity, 
prohibit all acts o f reprisal and dis­
crimination against individuals or or­
ganisations that have collaborated 
with one side or the other.
“ Insure the democratic liberties 
o f the people: personal freedom, 
freedom o f speech, freedom of the 
press, freedom of meeting, freedom 
of organisation, freedom o f political 
activities, freedom o f belief, freedom 
of movement, freedom of residence, 
freedom o f work, right to property 
ownership and right to free enter­
prise.
“Article 12: (a) Immediately after 
the ceasefire, the two South Viet­
namese parties shall hold consulta­
tions in a spirit o f national re­
conciliation and concord, mutual res­
pect and mutual nonelimination to 
set up a National Council o f National 
Reconciliation and Concord o f three 
equal segments. The Council shall 
operate on the principle o f unani­
mity. After the National Council
and National Reconciliation and 
Concord has assumed its functions, 
the two South Vietnamese parties 
will consult about the formation 
o f councils at lower levels. The two 
South Vietnamese parties shall sign 
an agreement on? the internal matters 
o f South Vietnam as soon as possible 
and do their utmost to accomplish 
this within 90 days after the ceasefire 
comes into effect, in keeping with 
the South Vietnamese people’s as­
pirations for peace, independence 
and democracy.
“ (b) The National Council o f 
National Reconciliation and Concord 
shall have the task o f promoting the 
two South Vietnamese parties’ imple­
mentation o f this Agreement, achieve- ■ 
ment o f national reconciliation and 
concord and insurance o f democratic 
liberties. The National Council o f Na­
tional Reconciliation and Concord . 
will organise the free and demo­
cratic elections provided for in
Article 9(b) and decide the pro­
cedures and modalities o f these 
general elections. The institutions 
for which the general elections are 
to be held will be agreed upon 
through consultations between the 
two South Vietnamese parties. The 
National Council o f National Re­
conciliation and Concord will also 
decide the procedures and modalities 
o f such local elections as the two 
South Vietnamese parties agree upon.
level since 1968. As one Saigon- 
based American expert ruefully ad­
mitted in the January Asian Survey, 
“ The year 1973 witnessed a .cori- 
tinued, but ultimately precipitous, 
deterioration o f the South Viet­
namese economy.”
These problems are compounded 
by the rampant inflation which is 
without parallel in Asia since the col­
lapse o f Kuomintang China in the 
1940s. Even Saigon’s doctored fig­
ures reveâl inflation running at bet­
ter than 60 per cent in 1973 and 
the regime was forced to devalue 
the piastre nine times in the course 
of the year. Under these cofiditions 
the much-advertised effort to lure 
foreign investment has fallen flat — 
less than $10 million in the decade 
be o f the order o f ended in 1972 according to
the authoritative Pacific Basin Re­
port survey o f November.
Thieu’s solution to these prob­
lems is more military dollars. The 
military budget, which exceeds two- 
thirds o f government outlays, will 
swell in 1974 by 12 per cent.
As the first World Bank mission 
(June 1973) pointed out, “ Thé cost 
o f conducting the war was in effect 
borne abroad . .  . in the form o f 
support for -the government budget 
which became increasingly imbalan­
ced as defence expenditures mount­
ed . . . The essential object o f ex­
ternal assistance has been to provide 
the budgetary support necessary 
to achieve the desired military capa­
bility in Vietnam. . .”
But the US is no longer able or 
willing to pick up the entire tab.
It is here that multilateral aid enters 
the scene as an integral part o f the 
effort to “ achieve the desired mili-
Bank’s study mission to Saigon, 
were made public in Tokyo recent­
ly by New Asia News. The secret 
papers include the conclusions o f a 
second mission to Saigon following 
the Paris meeting last October.
Tokyo — The World Bank Papers 
show that the fast-decaying South 
Vietnamese economy will require a 
minimum o f $11 billion in non­
military aid alone through 1990, all 
o f it in clear violation o f the letter 
and intent o f the Paris Accords.
Based on Saigon’s most optimis­
tic* projection for economic growth 
in the seventies, the World Bank 
concludes that “ net aid required in 
1980 would still 
$770 million a year, or about 
$100 million higher than seems pro 
bable for 1974.”  Assuming a fan­
tastic annual export growth rate of 
25 to 30 percent per year, the 
bank nevertheless concludes that 
even in 1990 a total o f $450 mill­
ion in foreign assistance will be 
needed to keep the regime afloat. 
Which means that 16 vears from 
now, Saigon will require aid rough­
ly comparable to ’74 figures. Sens­
ing the explosiveness o f its findings, 
the World Bank has ordered that 
the papers be kept under wraps.
The World Bank Papers reveal 
that the war has entered a decisive 
new stage. Having failed in all its 
attempts to annihilate the National 
Liberation Front, the US is turning 
to internationalisation as a means 
o f bypassing the Paris Accords and 
securing victory for Saigon at re­
duced cost to the US.
In accord with the Nixon doctrine tary capability ”  for the Saigon
ennunciated in Honolulu five years 
ago, the World Bank, in conjunction 
with the International Monetary 
Fund and the Asian Development 
Bank, seeks to shift the cost o f the 
war to other nations. After provi­
ding more than 90 percent o f all 
aid to Saigon through 1973 the US
regime. The US, would like to see 
the World Bank and others foot up 
to half the bill. The World Bank 
Papers reveal that the bank, with 
strong initiatives from the US and 
Japan, is now moving in that direc­
tion.
— Mark Selden, New Asia News.
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Andre Menras and Jean-Pierre De­
bris are two French school teachers 
who were drafted into the French 
army in 1968 and chose to teach in 
South Vietnam as alternative service.
When their two years’ service 
ended in January 1970, they stayed 
on under civilian contract, and later 
that year, because o f what they had 
seen in South Vietnam, demon­
strated in Saigon against the Thieu 
regime.and its United States allies. 
They were jailed, and spent two and 
a half years in one o f  about 1,000 
prisons maintained by the Thipu re­
gime and the United States.
They were realesed in December 
1972, about three weeks before the 
signing o f  the Paris Peace Agree­
ment, and have written a book 
about their experiences — We 
Accuse. They are now travelling 
around the world speaking about 
their personal experiences as politi­
cal prisoners under Thieu and about 
the situation in South Vietnam since 
the signing o f  the Paris Peace Agree­
ment.
Jean-Pierre Debris is at present in 
America. Andre Menras has recently 
been to Japan, New Zealand and 
Australia.
The following was compiled by 
Virginia Fraser from a talk and 
interviews Andre Menras gave in 
Melbourne.
i  Before going to Vietnam I was 
completely ignorant o f what was 
going on; I wasn’t a member o f a 
political party, or an antiwar organi­
sation. But in Vietnam, seeing the 
reality in the cities and in the coun­
tryside I became aware o f the syste­
matic destruction o f the people, not 
only directly but by the destruction 
o f the culture.
In Saigon the prostitution, the 
corruption, the drugs, even the lan­
guage is affected; and for me it was 
a discovery, an awakening if you 
want. Gradually I went from exas­
peration to exasperation; the corpses 
I saw displayed in the countryside, 
the villages levelled, the so called re­
fugee camps or new life hamlets, 
where thousands o f people, peasants 
most o f them, were kept completely 
dependent on the authorities for 
their daily bread; for their job they 
had to work in the American base.
I was in Da Nang, in the first 
military region. I was in a place 
where the South Koreans were. You 
have read about the My Lai mass­
acre, but I have seen four or six 
small My Lais during two and a half 
years.
All these facts led me to feel it 
necessary to speak out against the 
war in Saigon, to denounce this 
genocide. So I distributed, with a 
friends, leaflets demanding peace • 
through the withdrawal o f the 
American troops and their allies.
Also we demonstrated our solidarity 
with the resistance o f the Vietna­
mese people, which after so many 
decades o f total war was not only 
surviving but winning, by unfurling 
the flag o f the National Liberation 
Front in downtown Saigon.
This thing was the result o f two 
years’ exasperation in Vietnam, wit­
nessing the destruction, the syste­
matic destruction o f a whole culture 
and this was not an act o f courage 
but because o f honesty towards our­
selves and the Vietnamese people.
For us it was impossible to keep 
silent.
We were beaten on the spot to 
unconsciousness; we were beaten in 
prison, we were beaten during the 
trials on December 8, 1970.
We were taken from the prison to 
the court o f the third military re­
gion and put in front o f four judges
two generals and two colonels.
We spoke Vietnamese but they im­
posed an interpreter, who was an 
old man who would translate what 
he wanted to translate into Vietna­
mese and not what we said.
When we saw that, we spoke 
directly in Vietnamese and from 
that moment on we were gagged 
by the Vietnamese military pol­
ice, and then as we tried to pro­
test in front o f the press - UPI, 
AFP, AP, Reuters - they were 
filming and taking pictures, we 
were handcuffed and dragged out 
o f the courtroom. We heard that 
we had a four year and a three 
year sentence.
And if that kind o f thing hap-, 
pens for foreigners, known already 
you can imagine the kind o f fair 
trial the anonymous Vietnamese 
political prisoners have.
When I came into the prison 
[Chi Hoa, two and a half miles 
from Saigon] there were 5000 pri­
soners. When I left two and a 
half years later there were 9600; 
the population had almost doub­
led, and when I left 6000 out o f 
9600 were political prisoners;
There are 552 official jails, 
according to Senator Edward 
Kennedy. A  Saigon deputy and a 
Catholic father have estimated the 
number o f the political prisoners 
as over 200,000. And General 
Thieu says he has no political pri­
soners!
Qver 200,000 political prisoners 
are now in Thieu’s jails; 4000 have 
been released only; new arrests 
are taking place.
All the friends I met in pri­
son are still in prison, two o f then 
them have died in the 15 months 
since I was released.
Did you think it was over?
Blind war victims in Saigon; 85,000 dead since the ceasefire.
The only way the Saigon regime 
can survive and prolong war when 
peace has been signed is to terrorise 
people. Neutralists are labelled pro­
communist, people who are speaking 
out for peace, for the implementa­
tion o f the Paris Peace Agreement, 
are labelled communist, are arrested, 
put in jail.
The problem o f political prisoners 
cannot be solved unless there is 
whole implementation o f the Paris 
Peace Agreement; the fu ll imple­
mentation o f all the provisons of 
the Paris Peace Agreement.
In prison we struggled, resisted. 
The prison was called the rehabilita­
tion centre. The policy o f the au­
thorities was to reeducate us. We 
had to salute the flag, to stand at 
attention at 6.00 in the morning 
when the flag was raised. We had to 
stand at attention when they sang 
military marches o f the Thieu re­
gime. The Vietnamese political pri­
soners had to answer political ques­
tions weekly. -
We had to struggle for daily food, 
the ration o f food was decreasing, 
and we had to shout slogans for 
better food. We had to resist depor­
tation to Con Son Island prison for 
the sick and the old, because for 
them this deportation was isolation, 
it was death; it was a matter o f time; 
but it was death.
We had. to struggle for better 
conditions for the children kept in 
prison. There was an education sys­
tem. People were arrested illiterate 
arid the struggle was to give a course 
of literacy.
We were smuggling out docu­
ments, letters, reports — and some 
o f them got published in the fo­
reign press — smuggling in medicine 
and food from outside.
We were beaten on April 26, 
1971, during a demonstration of 
thousands of political prisoners for 
better food. We were sent to a soli­
tary confinement cell and beaten re­
peatedly during two days. On an­
other strike we were sent to a psy­
chiatric hospitai where we stayed six 
days and were beaten again, and 
then we were sent back to Chi Hoa 
prison. And from that moment 
letters smuggled out in France and 
the United States . nd printed in 
newspapers focussed attention on us 
and we were not beaten again.
We personally Were not tortured 
because we were foreigners; but 
when you hear every night your 
friends announcing in the hospital 
Ward the deaths o f new prisoners, 
and when you hear the children 
being beaten, the women shouting in 
the second part o f the prison daily,
I think it is the worst sort o f tor­
ture we can have.
We can talk about techniques of 
torture: electricity; the electrodes 
being stuck to the earlobes and to 
the extremity o f the genitals. Beat­
ings; systematic beatings o f the 
ankles, the knees so that the knees 
are broken, beatings o f t,he chest so 
that the victims spit blood and so 
that the lungs are affected. After 
several months or years in a damp 
cell with very little food and no 
medicine, tuberculosis will develop.
It is a way to legally get rid o f 
political opponents. In a hospital 
ward where there is no medicine and 
no doctor, day after day they 
weaken and die, like one o f my 
friends who died on January 5, 19- 
73 in Chi Hoa so called hospital 
ward. After three years in jail with­
out trial he had tuberculosis and no 
medicine.
The soapy water; I witnessed this 
torture. They brought the political 
prisoners, made them lie down on a 
wooden bench, tied to the bench, 
and they would maintain their 
mouths open with a rag and then 
the policeman would pour con­
tinuously on their face soapy water 
so that finally if the prisoners 
wanted to breath they had to 
absorb the water; after several mi­
nutes they would stop, gag the 
mouth, and hit under the ribs and 
on the stomach with an elbow or a 
knee to promote the vomiting of 
the liquid through the nose.
Putting people in shackles for 
months, years, with the impossi­
bility o f moving the legs, so that the 
muscles o f the legs literally melt, 
and you become paralysed.
Shackling people, their hands and 
feet together, leaving their excre* * 
ment on the spot, without .the pos­
sibility to wash and clean the cells, 
disease spreading. And not only do 
people keep «their human dignity and 
try to maintain common hygiene, 
also when their pyjama burned by
the sweat fell apart, they take pieces 
o f material out, a piece o f thread 
and a piece o f fishbone used as a 
needle and sew their pyjama, to 
keep their human dignity in front o f 
the guard.
The Paris Peace Agreement has 
been signed and Article Eight o f the 
Agreement says that all o f these pri­
soners should have been released.
But not only have they not been re­
leased but new arrests are con­
tinuing. During the 15 months 
which elapsed since the signing o f 
the Agreement, two o f my friends 
died in Chi Hoa prison. One o f  them 
died in the National Police head­
quarters after three days o f torture. 
He was a union leader. The con­
ditions in the prisons are getting 
worse.
In Vietnam I saw the most ter­
rible face o f fascism but I learned 
also hope and it is about that that I 
want to speak now.
The Paris Peace Agreement has 
been signed, and many friends 
whose life and struggle for many 
years has been on the side o f the 
Vietnamese people see how they (the 
Saigon regime and its allies) are going 
to violate the Paris Peace Agreement, 
as they violated the Geneva peace 
agreement, and those friends are now 
depressed.
I think the Paris Peace Agreement 
reflects a reality. The Geneva agree­
ment reflected a reality also. But 
1973 is different from 1954.
In 1954 all military troops o f the 
resistance were obliged to be relo­
cated in the northern part o f the ter­
ritory temporarily. The foreign 
troops began to build up in the 
south militarily. In the south only a 
few political cadres were left and the 
repression began.
In 1973 the military forces o f the 
resistance stay in the south and the 
foreign forces, 500,000 GIs and 
South Koreans and Filipino and Thai 
and some Australian and New Zea­
landers leave, while the resistance 
force stay there.
In 1954 in Cambodia and Laos the 
two governments were hostile to the 
struggle for national liberation for 
democracy. In 1973 it was compiè- « 
tely different in Cambodia and Laos..
Now the northern part o f the 
country o f Vietnam is a real base 
against any kind o f attempt against 
aggression. They have shown in De­
cember 1972 that the most powerful
strategic air force in the world could 
be defeated. The US administration 
was forced by the Vietnamese people 
and by all their friends and all the 
people struggling for liberty and de­
mocracy in the world to sign the 
Paris Peace Agreement and to recog­
nise this reality.
They were forced to sign.it. Now 
they are trying to maintain more 
than 25,000 advisors there, pouring 
vyeapons, $1 billion of US aid this 
year, financing the prison systems, 
direct training o f the police, training 
of the police in telecommunications. 
The present system, the police train­
ing is still utterly financed by the 
American administration in violation 
o f the Paris Peace Agreement. The 
main responsibility for the detention 
o f these prisoners is in the United 
States administration.
Most o f the prisons in Vietnam 
have been built with American dol­
lars. The prison which I was in was 
built partly by the Japanese fascists, 
another part completed by the 
French colonialists, and the Ameri­
cans built the third part where the 
women were kept.
In Con Son Island the first tiger 
cages were built by French colonia­
lists, the new one built in 1971 were 
built by an American company — 
RMKBRJ Company (Raymond, Mor­
rison, Kanutsin, Brown, Root and 
Jones) — with $400,000 American. 
And these are places where men 
[women, children] are systematically 
destroyed, day after day, methodic­
ally.
At the top o f every prison, 
after the Paris Peace Agreement, 
there is still an American advisor.
There are two faces in the war in 
Vietnam. The direct aggression the 
bombs, the troops in uniform, and 
the napalm. The other face is the po­
lice and the prison.
With the signing o f the Paris 
Peace Agreement the direct face has 
disappeared. The other face is 
strengthening, the police and the pri­
son, and the United States is still in­
tervening directly in the internal af­
fairs o f Vietnam.
According to the' terms o f thé» 
Paris Peace Agreement, in South 
Vietnahÿ there are two administra-;. . 
tions on equal ground, recognised in­
ternationally in the final act o f the 
Paris conference. 12 big powers have 
acknowledged that there are two 
administrations in the South — the 
Provisional Revolutionary Govern­
ment and the Saigon government. 
The only solution for peace in Viet­
nam can be the implementation of 
the Paris Peace Agreement. To re­
cognise only one administration, Sai­
gon, to finance it, is to prolong the 
war, is to interfere directly in the 
Vietnamese internal situation.
There is also a responsibility — 
not only a direct responsibility o f 
the United States administration but 
o f all the governments who are con­
tinuing to help, diplomatically, poli­
tically and economically, the Saigon 
regime, which is based on terror to 
survive, which keeps in jail 200,000 
political prisoners — the responsi­
bility for not speaking about the six 
million refugees in the camps which 
have become real prisons.
Australia, like France, has a di­
rect responsibility in the war in 
Vietnam, physical involvement if 
you want, and now continuing the 
involvement indirectly in »another 
way.
You have heard certainly about 
the World Bank project, the secret 
meeting of the World Bank in Eu­
rope where the United States is try­
ing to raise a multinational aid pro­
gram to Saigon now. And the Aust­
ralian delegation was the third 
largest" at this meeting, represented 
by top level personalities.
The fascist presence is not a sign 
of strength, it’s a sign o f weakness.
But what are the prospects for 
them? Will it work? What does it 
mean to continue the war for the 
Thieu regime?
First, militarily, they see they 
have now to face another army, the 
resistance, which defeated both 
them, and their allies, when they 
were there. Now the Americans are 
not there, the B-52s have disap­
peared. What kind o f hope o f a 
military victory do they have?
Since the signing o f the Paris 
Peace Agreement, soldiers are put in 
jail because they refuse to go into 
nibbling operations on the liberated 
areas. Any attempt to nibble on the 
liberated areas has been a very harsh 
experience for the Saigon army. 
They never manage to succeed.
Inside the army itsèlf Thieu is 
more and more isolated. Recently 
15 generals were shifted in a row 
and that shows the military isolation 
o f General Thieu, who surrounds 
himself with relatives, friends,ne­
phews, just as Ngo Dinh Diem, the 
former dictator, was surrounded by 
his family.
What does it mean also, politi­
cally, to continue the war when 
peace has been signed and when the 
population wants peace, wants na­
tional reconciliation and concord, 
wants to reunite families apart in 
the South, apart in the North since 
1954?
These people know that peace 
has been signed. They have a legal 
peace, a legal juridical peace for the 
struggle — that is the Paris Peace 
Agreement — and they are struggling 
for this. And the new measures of 
Thieu, the martial law, the arrests 
show how he is obliged to 
strengthen more and more even in 
the ranks o f police and the army.
He is step by step alienating his 
political base, his political force.
What does it mean also to con­
tinue the war, to prevent commu­
nication the liberty o f circulation 
between the two zones which are 
tightly overlapping? Where does it 
lead to keep in jail 200,000 political 
prisoners? It is to touch how many 
tens o f thousands of families and 
friends and relatives outside, who 
are struggling for the freedom of 
these prisoners according to the 
Paris Peace Agreement. The pacifi­
cation program of the police is to 
bring new political prisoners in jail. 
But where does it lead to? It is 
collapsing.
The economy is already in com­
plete collapse. Ten devaluations of 
the local money in one year. More 
than 300,000 (?) unemployed; people 
who are not in the concentration 
camps but in other areas controlled 
by Saigon.
The solution, they say, is to de­
velop agriculture. How can they de­
velop agriculture when all the natu­
ral resources, mainly agricultural, 
have been systematically destroyed 
by the aggressor to make these 
people dependent on the aggressor?
“Destruction o f locks and dams 
however — if handled right — might 
. . . offer promise. I t  should be 
studied. Such destruction does not 
kill or drown people. By shallow 
flooding the rice, it leads after (a) 
time to widespread starvation (more 
than a million?) unless food is pro­
vided — which we could offer to do 
at the conference table. j§ — John 
McNaughton, Assistant Secretary o f 
Defense; Some Observations about 
Bombing North Vietnam, January 
18, 1966. .
“Certainly some o f the projects 
we are implementing are outright R 
& D (Research and Development), 
efforts such as the defoliation pro­
ject and bear all the earmarks o f 
gimmicks that can’t and will not win 
the war in South Vietnam. However 
the conimitment o f  US units to S 
support the RVNAF_ (Saigon’s ;? 
Armed Forces) and additional per­
sonnel to train, equip and advise 
them in conjunction with increased 
economic and administrative aid, 
should make it obvious to the Viet­
namese and the rest o f the world 
that the United States is committed 
to preventing communist domina­
tion o f South Vietnam and South 
East Asia. ”  — Talking Paper fo r 
Chairman o f the Joint Chiefs o f 
Staff: for a meeting with President 
Kennedy, January 9, 1962.
The highlands have been com­
pletely defoliated and it is very im­
probable that the ecology o f this 
area will ever become like it was be­
fore. They have destroyed the 
canopy o f the jungle.
In some parts the B-52 bombings 
destroyed the arable areas and 
people are now bringing earth from 
miles away (in baskets on poles 
across their shoulders). Even after 
there is a real peace people will con­
tinue to die because of unexploded 
bombs turned up by the ploughs.
Gio Linh, the last city north be­
fore the DMZ (Demilitarised Zone) 
— lunar craters, small trees burnt, 
every two square metres has been 
pounded. The special units o f the 
American army have scraped the 
land with bulldozers called Rome
ploughs. The pretext was to deny 
shelter to the enemy; its effect is to 
destroy the present vegetation and 
jeopardise future use o f the land.
An example o f their cynicism; 
they ploughed a peace sign on the 
land which you could see from the 
air.
Bombs to create immediate 
zones for helicopters to land, cutt­
ing trees at the ground level; they 
call these “ daisy cutters” . They 
tried to provoke giant firestorms, 
but it didn’t work because the 
jungle was too wet.
And how can they develop the 
agriculture when all the peasants are 
kept in the concentration camps, 
and freedom o f movement is not 
allowed?
Then there are the industries. 
What kind o f possibility is there for 
foreign companies to invest when 
the war is still going on? A  factory 
can be built in two months, it can 
be destroyed in five minutes. The 
economy is in a blind alley.
They have tried everything to de­
stroy them directly, napalm, bombs, 
all kinds o f antipersonnel devices. 
They have tried to destroy them by 
tortures, by putting them in prison, 
exile from their families, by destroy­
ing their present family life and 
their future family life, have tried to 
destroy them by TB and by starva­
tion — and these people who survive 
are still struggling in the jail shout­
ing slogans against the repression; or­
ganising themselves in the jails in a 
real network o f resistance.
Very small people united to win; 
they don’t care how long it takes. 
They can win militarily and o f N 
course politically against one o f the 
biggest war machines in the world, 
which, except for nuclear weapons, 
has tried everything and failed.
They say they consider the jails a 
new front for democracy. In fact;the 
jail is the area that Saigon controls 
the most utterly and inside the pri­
son you have the resistance. You 
have the PRG flags in jails, in the 
cells, during the anniversary o f the 
birth and death o f President Ho Chi 
Minh for example.
In the jails, in the cells, they sing 
National Liberation Front anthems. 
In the jails they educate themselves; 
people arrested illiterate are taught ' 
how to write and to read in the 
cells. One o f my friends learned Eng­
lish and French there. So these 
people, far from having been destroy­
ed, their spirit o f struggle is greater 
than before. They have become 
really potential leaders and political 
cadres in the prison.
They develop their culture even 
inside the prison. They analyse the 
history o f their people, while the 
history o f the people has been 
erased from the history books in 
Saigon, and I think this is a symbol 
o f hope for us.
You have to^knbw which force 
fought for the Paris Peace Agree­
ment and’bled for decades for the 
Paris Peace Agreement and which 
were forced by the military and 
political situation to sign. In whose 
interest is it to implement the Paris 
Peace Agreement?
* It ’s not the economic interests o f 
the United States, it is political in­
terest. Vietnam politically means 
something to the US in terms o f the 
world. Vietnam'represents the 
struggle o f many a movement for 
liberation. Vietnam is a flag speak­
ing to people in Guinea Bissau, and 
Mozambique, these people identify 
with Vietnam.
And step by step the Vietnamese 
people are achieving, going towards 
real independence, national indepen­
dence. The Paris Peace Agreement 
has opened, wider than before, the 
door towards this independence, and 
it is an irreversible phenomenon.
These people are winning. And I 
would say now more than ever we 
are winning with them, and we must 
give them our support. It is the 
message I want to bring to you from 
them. ^
Before an election is probably as good a time as any to protest renewed 
Australian involvement in Vietnam, arid to protest against the plight o f 
200,000 political prisoners in Saigon.
It is suggested that protests against the Australian government’s partici­
pation in the US organised World Bank project, and its failure to recognise 
the Provisional Revolutionary Government o f South Vietnam in accordance 
with the Paris Peace Agreement, should be directed to:
The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Willessee, Parliament House, 
Canberra A.CT 2600.
The Australian Performing Group : can everyone be a star?How a collective works
Funny things happen to people in groups.
For a while now  — particularly, since the w om en ’s m ovem ent 
has shown that small groups w ith no elected leaders, presidents, 
secretaries or chairpeople can function  very w ell fo r  conscious­
ness raising purposes — i t ’s been fashionable fo r  many w ork  
oriented groups to call themselves, firstly , structureless, and 
secondly, collectives.
Som e groups have discovered, to  their cost, that sim ply to call 
themselves structureless does not rem ove the uneasy fee ling some 
members have that th ey  are powerless, or the irritation o f  others 
w ho fee l they carry more responsib ility than they should, or the 
resentment o f  those who do nothing but shitwork. But i f  y o u ’re 
a m ember o f  a group that has abandoned form al, titled  positions 
o f  authority, and you  experience such feelings o f  uneasiness, irri­
tation  or resentment, you  tend to  lo ok  at the undeniable fact 
that your group has no stated hierarchy, and so you  label your 
feelings paranoia. Some leave the group in dismay; others battle 
on in the blind hope that the ideal o f  structurelessness w ill carry 
the day, through the good w ill o f  the group members.
Others take, a sharper look  at the group itself.
A  Boston w om en ’s m ovem ent pamphlet called The Tyranny o f  
Structurelessness, which has been circulating recently, argues that
• there is no such thing as a structureless group; that in any 
group made up o f  human beings, patterns o f  relationships w ithin 
the group o f  necessity fo rm  structures, because some people are 
clearer thinkers, louder talkers, m ore dom inating personalities, 
more skilled and experienced at whatever w ork  the groupxdoes, 
than others. In small rap groups dedicated to honest talking bet­
ween the members, where one o f  the aims o f  the group is that 
anyone can say anything, and where develop ing open, loving, 
generous patterns o f  relating is the raison d ’etre o f  the group, 
these d ifferences can be sorted out as they occur. But once the 
group becom es w ork  oriented outside itself, the focus shifts, and 
unbalanced structures start to  develop.
• Failing to  acknow ledge and scrutinise such structures means 
that elites o f  friends can form  w ithin the group (o ften  w ithout 
consciously manipulative in tent), and can e ffec tive ly  hog the de­
cision making so that people w ho aren ’t members o f  such an in­
form al elite are virtually powerless — and, worse, o ften  can’t 
clearly understand the reason fo r  their im potence, because they 
continue to  believe that their group has no structure.
This pamphlet raised points that some o f  the D igger people 
fe lt  applied to  their own situation. We planned to  write an ar­
ticle about three or so groups which had begun b y  calling them ­
selves structureless, but which found themselves confounded by 
contradictions in the ideal o f  structurelessness and were obliged,
by Helen Garner and Tim Pigott
It ’s big, for a collective.
There are about 32 people in the APG. Full members, that is: there’s a 
twilit area on the fringe called associate membership, which means people 
who are working in any capacity for the APG. If you work for four 
months you are then eligible for full membership. (This area was being 
floodlit around the time we were writing the article. We’ll give an account 
of a collective meeting where the differences between full and associate 
membership were jolted to the forefront o f people’s consciousness.) All 
members aren’t actors. There are technical workers, writers, office workers* 
administrators, directors, designers, musicians.
The feeling around the Pram Factory is egalitarian to say the least.
There are no private offices. The big office is a comfortably casual room 
where two ’phones ring on and o ff all day. There is an answering machine 
which is used after hours or during performances. Booking sheets are beside 
the ’phones and anyone passing can perform the booking clerk’s function, 
because the sheets have been made out in meticulous detail so that even 
the rankest amateur or blow-in can understand how they work. There are 
regular office workers who are full collective members. These appear to be 
mostly women. “ But there’s a lot of sitting round, glancing at letters and 
so on,”  says one member.
In a collective this big, versions o f history differ widely. Versions o f the 
present, too, are diverse — from those who believe the collective is truly 
democratically run to others who mutter the most important decisions are 
made round the corner at the Albion Hotel, (The APG has recently boy­
cotted the Albion, variously known as the hub of Carlton and a horren­
dous snake pit o f backstabbing, rumor and intrigue. The boycott was a re­
sult o f a hotel ruling that no children were allowed in the bistro bar.)
Everyone we spoke to had a different account o f the history o f the 
APG. Roughly, it goes like this:
In 1968 a small group o f people at La Mama theatre, in Faraday Street 
Carlton, just round the corner from the Pram Factory, got $2,000 from the 
Arts Council to conduct a series o f acting workshops. There was no for­
ward planning. Anyone in the group could take a workshop, but few felt 
competent: Graeme Blundell, Alan Finney and Brian Davies ran the work­
shops. Three Monash University dropouts, John Romeril, Jon Hawkes and 
Lindsay Smith, joined the group fancying themselves as cadres who would 
precipitate some kind o f revolution within the group, chiefly in terms of 
the kinds o f plays that would be performed. Political stance in those days 
meant The Line, what was to be handed to the audience in dramatic form. 
It appeared not to affect group structure.
The group at this time contained one empire loyalist, some left liberals, 
the three fiery eyed revolutionaries from Monash, and others who had 
never thought much further, politically, than opposition to the Vietnam 
war. The one aim that linked the group was probably the determination to 
present Australian plays. Everyone who remembers that APG agrees that 
the women had no say.
In the summer o f 1969-’70, the group, by then styling itself the Aust­
ralian Performing Group, did a three week season at the Perth Arts Festival. 
Back in Melbourne, after a year’s scrounging for rehearsal space, the APG 
moved into the old pram factory in Drummond Street, now its permanent 
home. John Timlin, currently administrator o f the APG, negotiated the 
lease. He was a businessperson, and friend of several of the group members.
“ I was deemed respectable,”  he says. “ Mine wasn’t an administrative role 
then. More like a 15th century benefactor.”
The APG’s first show at the Pram Factory was Marvellous Melbourne, , 
supposedly a group creation, a collaborative event: writers worked with 
actors and directors — or tried to — from the first stages o f work, instead 
of beginning with a script as a fait accompli.
“ But once again the women had no power,”  recalls Kerry Dwyer, an 
original APG member who dropped out of the show. “ In Marvellous Mel­
bourne the whole group wanted to show its relationship to the past. But 
the way women related to the past was ignored, because the show focussed 
on public events, which were men’s actions. Women’s response to the re­
searched material didn’t come out in the show.”
The women’s frustration with scripts relegating them to supportive or 
decorative roles increased till, towards the end of 1971, a women’s group 
plus one man formed, to research, write and perform a play about women 
in Australia — Betty Can Jump.
It was around this time, it’s generally agreed, that major upheavals be­
gan. Up until then there had been no formal structure.
“ Meetings were only about specific projects. People were afraid, because 
it wasn’t specifically structured. It was inevitable that there’d be informal 
elites,”  says Kerry Dwyer, who is considered by many to have been part of 
the original power elite.
Max Gillies, full time member and actor, says, “ There was already an
in order to  survive, to  w ork  out some kind o f  structure which 
would be m ore useful than constricting to  their members.
The first group we approached was the Australian Perform ing 
Group, a theatre co llective which operates out o f  the Pram Fac­
to ry  theatre in Carlton, M elbourne. I t ’s been a 'function ing 
group fo r  nearly five years now , and is concerned w ith  develop­
ing “ a tru ly Australian theatre, strongly roo ted  in the com m u­
n ity , and dealing w ith  the myths and realities o f  life  in Aust­
ralia,”  w ith provid ing “ a genuine alternative to  conventional and 
conservative com m ercial theatre,”  and m ost recently, w ith  main­
taining itse lf as a co llective .
When new  Australian plays were ignored by established 
straight theatre, the A PG  perform ed w ork  by Jack H ibberd, A lex  
Buzo, John Rom eril, David W illiamson — writers whose w ork  is 
now  perform ed w ith respect by straight theatre companies. The 
A PG  was am ong the first to  launch political street theatre in 
M elbourne. B e tty  Can Jum p, Australia ’s first play specifically 
about and by Australian wom en, was written  and presented by 
A P G  w om en actors. Australia ’s first coherent com m unity theatre 
project, taking theatre out in to factories, streets, schools, hospi­
tals and w ork  places, has been develop ing fo r  some years at the 
A PG .
People we spoke to  in the Australian Perform ing Group had 
so much to  say on the subject o f  structure that we had no tim e 
to  delve as deep ly in to any other group fo r  the article, so we 
have decided to  print this article alone, as part o f  a series on 
working groups and their structures. (See also the A lcan article, 
“ well, i t ’s better than w ork in ’ on the ra ilw ays” , in the last issue, 
fo r  a picture o f  another working group and its structure.) We 
tried to  get A P G  members to  stick to  the subject o f  the struc­
ture o f  the co llective and its day to  day functioning.
T im  had no connections w ith  the A PG ; Helen was a mem ber 
o f  the co llective fo r  a short tim e very early in its life.
We conducted half a dozen  interviews and one group conver­
sation that lasted a w hole afternoon , and hung out at the Pram 
Factory where we had several ad hoc conversations; we attended 
one extraordinary general m eeting o f  the A P G  co llective, one 
executive and program m ing com m ittee meeting, and a m eeting 
o f  the w om en ’s theatre group.
People w ho spoke to  us m ost con fiden tly  about the present 
function ing o f  the A P G  co llective appeared to  have a clear idea 
o f  the past and a firm  optim ism  fo r  the future. O ther attitudes 
ranged from  intense idealism about the saving pow er o f  co llec­
tives to  the sort o f  scepticism, born perhaps o f  the bruises o f  ex ­
perience, that expressed itse lf in remarks like “ I ’m on ly  here to  
w ork  on this show — I ’m keeping right out o f  the po litick in g” .
unspoken, unexamined, unacknowledged power structure. We had to struc­
ture ourselves in the interests o f equity. Strong characters affect people in a 
way that makes them feel it’s their failing. When a group structures itself, it 
means that dominant characters find this way o f relating to others is their 
own problem. They have to find a new way of relating to other people.
The first executive probably mirrored the existing power group. There were 
meetings at which the power elite, in order to justify their power, had to 
go so far as to say, “ Some people are better than others — not just better 
actors or better directors, but better people, ’ ”
Kerry Dwyer’s relationship with the APG collective has almost always 
been stormy. Her name, like that o f Graeme Blundell’s, is part o f the folk 
history o f the group, and like any historical personalities, these two names 
conjure up different but violent feelings in anyone who mentions or hears 
them. Everyone who remembers the early stages o f the APG believes that 
much o f the power lay with Blundell and Dwyer, both o f them formidably 
energetic and intelligent people who formed an apparently unbreakable 
axis.
“ Actors were terrified of what was called ‘Kerry and Graeme’ ,”  one 
member recalls . . . “ but o f course it was more complicated than that.”
Kerry: “ I suppose people thought o f me and Graeme as a power elite. 
But if you’re a woman in that group, the only way to make yourself indis­
pensable is in a political sense.”
It ’s one o f the painful characteristics of so called structureless groups 
that powerful personalities who emerge often find themselves under attack 
for the very qualities which have helped to create and define the group in 
the first place. Recently, Blundell was sent formal notice that his collective 
membership had lapsed. It ’s a long time since he worked on an APG pro­
ject. Alvin Purple has made his face well known, and that’s not an easy 
thing for him to handle.
shedding old skins
Things change, people get older; political positions diverge, blur, crystal­
lise, and old friendships somehow lose their bite. Blundell, understandably 
enough, didn’t want to talk to Digger about the APG. “ After all my recent 
hassles . . .  I just don’t want to talk about it any more,”  he said.
From outside it all, you can see both sides. A working collective, 
specially such a big one, has to define itself and make its boundaries sharp. 
There are casualties. It ’s history happening.
But the heart stops a little when you look at the old photos in the Pram 
Factory office, Moratorium street theatre, white face paint and black py­
jamas; when you remember the bursting house in Carlton Street where the 
talk and laughter flowed and the APG’s first baby was passed from hand to 
hand, La Mama where the juke box rental people forgot to come back for 
a year and the actors danced before each show, the camp at Breamlea and 
finding out about dope, the condemned house in Perth with the grapevines 
and the fights and the tears and the doors slamming. But most o f all the 
talk, people speeding on ideas and plans.
All that sounds sentimental now. It ’s probably the reminiscences o f an 
elite within the group. Those times aren’t real, or even particularly interest­
ing, to the people who make up 'the APG today, and there’s no reason why 
they should be. Times change, and skins have to be shed.
Kerry: “ There’s an increase in structure as people get older. The emo­
tional strain gets too much. You can’t keep up the intensity o f enthusiasm 
you had at the beginning o f an enterprise. You need buffers in the form of 
structure, as time passes. It ’s more exciting, but also more exhausting, not 
to have a structure. It’s not stable. If you want a stable group, you have to 
structure it. I f  it’s unstable, it could end tomorrow, and maybe that’s not a 
bad thing.”
-But the APG has a building now, and commitments and subsidies and a 
reputation.
Observers often toss o ff the ill considered opinion that the APG is struc­
turing itself to death. Others have more ambivalent feelings towards it. “ It ’s 
at 1,000 crossroads,”  remarks one fringe dwelling musician. “ It ’s a big 
rambling mass that sort o f attracts you . . . but as you get closer to it you 
get scared because you don’t know what you’re letting yourself in for.”
New members, teachers Lorna and Bill Hannan, joined the APG two 
years ago. Their arrival apparently had wide repercussions. For a start, their 
impeccable meeting skills (developed through years o f battling in Educa­
tion Department hierarchies) came into sharp conflict with the idiosyn­
cratic and flamboyant meeting styles o f some of the actors.
“ When we joined the APG it was already highly structured,”  says Lorna. 
“ But it showed classic signs of being ‘unstructured’ . The collective itself 
had no power. There was a power group within the group. Changes had to 
be made on the level of structure. We had meetings, but the power wasn’t 
with the meetings. The collective had to stabilise the meetings so the collec­
tive members could know enough to influence programming.
“ Programming is the essential way o f the collective having a say in the
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state o f affairs. The conflict expressed itself by the APG becoming struc* 
tured, in order that eventually it might not need to be structured. It now 
needs very little structure.”
(Except for Max Gillies, most people, including some women, use the 
word chairman even when referring to a women. Lorna Hannan says she 
does not believe in positive discrimination in favor o f women.)
Early in the collective’s development, the chairperson was a rotated po­
sition; this ceased within six months, according to member Claire Dobbin, 
because o f the immense amount of factual information the chairperson had 
to catch up on for a meeting.
“ At the beginning we averaged a fortnightly meeting for six or nine 
months,”  says Max Gillies. “ But it wasn’t possible to keep up the intensity 
of these meetings. The need for intensity and regularity lessened because 
the energy started to flow into what the meetings were organising.”
one explosion after another
Laurel Frank, a technical worker, recalls the early meetings: “ I think 
Max must have suffered personally, when he was chairman over the whole 
period the structure was being set up. In those days the meetings were in­
credible. The group was anarchic. People wanted to talk about anything — 
themselves or anything — regardless of the amount o f business there was to 
get through. It was necessary to have a chairman who was skilled at pro­
cedures. He had to be firm; he had to say, ‘You can’t say this — we have 
to decide that’ . I suppose you might say in a sense he acted like a censor — 
but it was necessary.
“ I personally had a lot of trouble, back then, with the fact that there 
was no continuity in the APG’s work — no sense o f group definition. It 
was like one explosion after another.
“ At least now we have a procedure for planning ahead. When forward 
programming was first suggested, it seemed to people the most monstrous 
thing. We had visions of the Melbourne Theatre Company prospectuses — 
‘plays for the coming year’ — but now people see the need for comfortable 
procedures.
“ The collective in the early days had a real fear o f being structured. 
There was a terrible irony about the progress made in organising the office. 
Awful jokes when we ordered the stationery, that sort o f thing. People 
thought it was getting too organised, when what was really happening was 
that things were being made easier for people. We even have a permanent 
theatre manager now, too. People are less paranoid about structure, because 
they see we can use it in our own way.”
These days, an executive o f five people is elected every six months by 
the whole collective. Chairperson o f the executive is also chairperson of 
the whole collective. The collective is supposed to meet every month, 
though there have been postponements o f general meetings. It ’s the task of 
the executive to send out notifications of general meetings to all members. 
There’s about two thirds roll up to general meetings.
Five full time administrative workers draw salaries in the APG. John 
Timlin, titled Administrator, describes his role as “ a polemicist — politick­
ing, not inside the group but outside it, on its behalf, even to the point of 
spending two hours in Snedden’s office” . He gets $126 gross a week, “ what 
a fully committed actor gets — someone who’s rehearsing days and per­
forming nights. I ’m on deck constantly, and I can’t pick my shows” .
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Ponch Hawkes
Arthur Hynes, theatre manager, gets the same wage for comparable time» 
and responsibility. Jenny Walsh (agency and community theatre organiser) 
and Peter Dyke (who describes himself as “ office lady” ) both gross $90 a 
week. Their hours are roughly based on a 40 hour week, but there’s no 
clock on time and both estimate they work longer hours, and like it. 
Yvonne Marini, usually to be seen battling with the duplicating machine, 
was an actor with the APG until she joined the Divine Light Mission and 
redefined her role in the world as one o f service; she is called a secretary 
and grosses $74 a week.
The wages bill is $2,200 a week. Actors and technical people are paid 
only when committed to a particular show. The APG is heavily dependent 
-on government grants. Timlin says, “ Unless we get money from the state 
government, we’ll have to close down by August.”
Where things really happen is at the Saturday morning meetings o f the 
executive and the programming committee. These meetings are open to the 
whole collective, though only people interested in specific shows coming up 
or being discussed usually show up. There don’t appear to be any closed 
meetings, though one member wryly commented, “ At the APG, lobbying is 
called ‘taking part in decision making’ ” .
Max Gillies: ‘.‘The minimum requirement for a programming meeting is 
Jon Hawkes and Greig Pickhaver.”  (Hawkes, an early member who left and 
rejoined the group thousands of miles and a changed head later, is waiting 
out his four months as an associate member, but meanwhile, though he has 
no voting rights at open collective meetings, the collective has appointed 
him as organiser o f programming meetings.) “ But it was asked that the 
executive always attend programming meetings so they could understand 
why certain decisions were reached. The minimum requirement for an 
executive meeting is the five elected members plus the theatre manager.”
So in effect, the executive and the programming committee are comprised 
of the same people.
Saturday morning meetings are attended by a large and changing group, 
significantly larger than the number required to turn up. The one we at­
tended, in the main office, seemed relaxed and productive: voting was un­
necessary, and though there’s no way for an outsider to be aware o f any 
factions or lobbying which might have been in play, it appeared that de­
cisions were reached amicably through discussions. No formal procedures 
were used.
It’s stressed by members that programming decisions are the most funda­
mental. “ They counteract the possessiveness people have about their own 
ideas, without killing the idea itself,”  says Gillies. “ There isn’t carte 
blanche in the execution o f an idea — this would deny the idea o f group 
activity. Some ideas sink, others develop.”  A  project eventually “ belongs”  
to the group which executes it.
Bill Hannan: “ If people didn’t show up for programming meetings on 
Saturday mornings, important work and time decisions would be made by 
the bureaucracy, and this would stir tempers all over.”
Gillies: “ Bureaucracy is a misleading term. What’s called the bureaucracy 
is starting to take more part in the decision making and organisation. But 
those that work full time for the group don’t have the power to take over, 
against the wishes of the collective.”
Lorna Hannan: “ If the monthly collective meetings aren’t well attended, 
power can pass to the bureaucracy.”
When programming decisions have been made, smaller project groups
form and meet in their own time to work on specific shows. It ’s in this area 
that the APG’s methods begin to look unique.
Once, the very fact that the APG performed Australian plays, when no- 
one else would touch them, marked it o ff from straight theatre. Now Aust­
ralian plays are all the rage. Dimboola, Jack Hibberd’s country wedding 
which had its debut at La Mama years ago, is now on at Melbourne’s Chev­
ron Hotel. “ When Harry Miller starts charging $4.50 a seat for a play we 
used to do, it negates your whole reason to be,”  comments Greig Pickhaver, 
technical worker and full time APG member.
In content, perhaps . . .  but the APG must be the only theatre in Aust­
ralia where the cast o f a play, or the project group engaged in its prepara­
tion, can vote for the director they want.
anti-woman, racist
Everyone we spoke to agreed that the APG is ideologically strongest in 
its work methods and organisational structure. The amount of control 
people have in these matters, it’s thought, reflects the degree o f political 
consciousness in the group. Form  o f the collective, at the moment, is of 
more significance — or is more unanimously agreed upon — than the con­
tent or type o f plays presented.
“ Most of what we do is antiwoman, racist,politically of little signifi­
cance,”  says Bill Hannan.
Once, under a Liberal government, simply to say fuck on stage was 
seen as a revolutionary act. Once, the whole cast and half the audience o f 
an APG open air production marched from La Mama to the Carlton cop 
shop in support o f two actors charged with indecent language. But a Labor 
government and the relaxation o f censorship laws made it necessary for the 
APG to attempt to define its political position much more rigorously. The 
more superficially free public mores become, the harder it gets to be out­
rageous. And being outrageous ceases to be a politcally meaningful act.
Hawkes: “ The APG has always been more about power — the way the 
collective works — than about the kind of play it does.”
Bill Hannan: “ When we’ve talked about politics outside the area o f col­
lective functioning, we’ve had bitter rhetoric, less group involvement, and 
the same sort o f production.”
Laurel Frank: “ The area o f political ideology was where the early group 
defined its nature. But we’ve never had any common ground as far as that’s 
concerned. I ’ve never had much faith in statements we’ve made in plays or 
revues.”
Bill Garner, an early member who left and rejoined later, wrote in 1970: 
“ Once we performed in the streets it was impossible for us to continue in 
a nonpolitical way . . . The injection o f the cadres from Monash into the 
group changed it from an apolitical set of actors into a sentimentally radi­
cal propaganda organ committed spasmodically and ignorantly to some 
vague version of the revolution . . . There was hardly ever any political dis­
cussion as such, although the emotional transference produced by perform­
ing in the (street) plays ultimately had the effect o f forcing actors to 
rationalise their changed political consciousness. This process reached the 
point where, before embarking on any new propaganda theatre, the group 
must first reach some consensus on the political statement to be made . . . 
The APG came into political theatre arse-about and it has never lost that 
orientation.”
These opinions, written nearly four years ago, appear to be still appli­
cable except in one major area: the women.
Two years ago, when the APG women wrote and performed Betty Can 
Jump, which played for six weeks to packed houses, they imagined things 
were going to be different from then on. They weren’t. Play after play 
went on with women in the same old supplementary, dummy roles, or with 
no women’s parts at all. No women writers surfaced to work with the 
group. Decision making power won in the collective ran hollow when there 
was so little satisfying work for women. A year ago a season of plays about 
women ran a few weeks in the Back Theatre, then the less prestigious of 
the Pram Factory’s two performing areas.
But another year has passed, and with an injection o f energy from local 
women’s groups, and from the short lived but electric joy-theatre Thé 
Great Stumble Forward, many APG women have temporarily turned their 
attention away from the collective to a successful fortnightly series of 
three-night late shows, still in the Back Theatre — now an area with a pres­
tige all its own.
emotional bulldozing
The women’s theatre group, largely composed o f theatrically inex­
perienced, non-APG women, is larger than anyone had expected and still 
growing. For a time it was starting to show signs of informal structure: at 
one meeting o f about 22 people, with no chairperson, several members as 
well as the Digger observer were aghast at the way talk was monopolised by 
five or six confident and articulate women, while others sat silent or tried 
vainly to speak. Once, someone’s idea was actually dismissed with a cry o f 
“ Bullshit!”  from one member.
Two APG women in the group, veterans o f many a harrowing collective 
meeting, were interesting to watch, in that they both knew how to control 
themselves. They spoke clearly and briefly, only as long as they needed, 
and seemed sharply aware o f the fluctuations o f the discussion, while 
others, notably those least enthusiastic about the need for structure, 
waxed unnecessarily eloquent.
“ Emotional bulldozing!”  exclaimed one o f the silent ones after the 
meeting. “ There’s no clear agreement on why we’re together, no talk about 
ourselves as a group. The meetings ramble, people tell irrelevant anecdotes.”  
(To this point, her comments might have applied directly to early APG col­
lective meetings.) She continued: “ But we’re here primarily as women — 
when our differences become apparent, they shouldn’t be seen as reasons 
for division. We can see them as part o f a total unity.”
These matters have already been talked about. A  coordinating group of 
six volunteers has formed, its members committing themselves for three 
months, and coordinating meetings are held weekly for anyone to attend.
The APG collective has offered the women’s theatre group the Front 
Theatre for a two week season beginning on May 22. It ’s interesting that 
at least one non-APG woman felt suspicious o f this offer, thinking the col­
lective was trying to cash in on the success o f the women’s Back Theatre 
late shows now that the group has proved itself a drawer o f audiences. An 
explanation o f the financial arrangements necessary for using the Front 
Theatre allayed their suspicions.
Back in the collective, and around its fringes, Jack Hibberd’s play, Peggy 
Sue, has caused a furore by having three female parts and one male. Almost 
every APG woman has applied for a part. The director voted in from a list 
o f about seven applications was Kerry Dwyer — an outcome that puts paid 
to the idea expressed by some members that the APG is now run by the 
power clique which ousted Blundell and Dwyer over 18 months ago.
The women now appear to form some kind o f splinter group. One APG 
man suggests that this development will be detrimental to the collective 
because it diverts energy required for solving important problems in the 
collective itself. At least one woman laughed at this suggestion, pointing 
out that there wasn’t much happening for women in the APG as it was. 
Even playwright John Romeril, more known than Jack Hibberd for pro­
feminist views, has just finished a play, Floating World, with seven male 
characters and one female.
It remains to be seen how women who belong to both the APG collec­
tive and the women’s theatre group will resolve their conflicting, commit­
ments. In this sense, the APG is definitely at the crossroads.
that peculiar energy
As in most groups, division o f labor is a sticky subject. Some people 
work very hard in recognisable ways — immensely long work hours, and 
being constantly on call; others offer less tangible contributions, like per­
sonal charisma, mental expertise as opposed to physical labor, and some
kind of inspirational energy they exude. Strain is not something that can 
be measured, nor is anxiety. Some show calluses; others have heart attacks 
or freak outs. But in any collective, the people who say “ It’s cool”  can 
only afford to say it is because there are other people around who will 
make it cool.
Greig Pickhaver remarked, resigned rather than resentful, “ The APG 
needs people like me so it can also have people like Lindsay Smith” — 
director, actor, and original member, a powerful and charismatic person­
ality. “ There have been times when I ’ve seen the APG as an employer — I 
dislike them as employers but like them as people. Involvement in projects 
is seen in terms o f hours put down.”
Jon Hawkes: “ Some people in the collective — a minority, including me 
and Bill Garner — feel we’re a collective only in a certain sense. We don’t 
collectively do shitwork — we employ experts and shitworkers.”
Laurel Frank: “ I didn’t think of what I did as a job  until the end of 
last year. It didn’t occur to me that I was making any sacrifices. I fell into 
doing shitwork because I was committed to the group as a whole — that 
peculiar energy. There was obviously this work to be done, and there was 
no-one to do it. If  I wanted to stick around and eventually get to do re­
search, stuff I really wanted to do, I thought I might as well do the other 
sort o f work.
“ But I gradually found myself typecast as a shitworker — making and 
fetching. Some new people came and helped out for a while — but they 
were doing this stuff because they saw it as a channel, too, to get what 
they thought they were talented at — acting, directing. They didn’t last 
long.
“ I ’ve always felt myself to be under as much pressure as anyone else in 
the group. But since Betty Can Jump I ’ve never felt myself to be part of a 
group. I was always doing solitary work. Now I ’m doing puppets — that’s 
work I ’ve always wanted to do.
“ There’s always been a worry, when people think about the collective, 
that technical people like me would have a separate identity from the rest 
o f the group, that they would become servants o f the group with no re­
sponsibility on an ideas level. There are two theatres now, but still only 
three permanent technical people. That makes it hard for us.”
naively for the theatre
Because many members o f a large collective see it as a liberated and 
supportive environment to work in, more than as a collective endeavor, 
feelings are bound to be trodden on when the matter o f membership is 
brought up.
We attended an extraordinary general meeting of the collective at which 
several associate members were to apply for admission to full membership. 
It was as nightmarish for collective members as for the applicants.
In an interview, Kerry Dwyer remarked that, early in the APG’s history, 
“ some o f us enjoyed the politicking, others were naively for the theatre ”. 
This difference was abundantly clear at the big meeting, which had been 
called because the previous week’s meeting had not adhered to constitu­
tional procedures for the voting in o f new members. An 80% majority vote 
is required for the entry o f a new member.
The tone o f the meeting veered between chatty casuainess and inquisi­
tional rigor. Some members tossed o ff phrases like “ point o f order”  and 
“ foreshadowed motion”  with nonchalant grace. Others appeared severely 
distressed by the fact that the unfortunate applicants — or supplicants — 
were asked to wait in an outside office while their fate was discussed, and 
then brought in one by one to account for themselves and their desire to 
join the collective.
Bill Garner, ducker and weaver from the hard school of university facul­
ty politics, attempted, with support from a few, to use the occasion as a 
chance to galvanise what he sees as abysmally low group consciousness on 
the matter o f what a collective is and what it means to be a member.
“ Collective membership should not be considered a reward,”  he said. 
“ Joining the collective should be a conscious act.”
Max Gillies: “ We’re not in a position to judge how well people will func­
tion as members when we can’t even say this about ourselves. Till we’re 
prepared to behave better ourselves, we oughtn’t to discriminate against 
others.”
Jenny Walsh: “ There’s no point in voting in new members just to spare 
their feelings. But if we pass a motion for adjournment, we’re cloing it at 
their expense.”
Garner’s move caused more confusion than clarity, mostly, it seemed, 
because members were more concerned (understandably) with the embar­
rassment or pain caused to the applicants being questioned, than with the 
matter Garner had hoped to raise. Misunderstandings were rife. Dancer Bob 
Thorneycroft, in a desperate attempt to lighten the tone o f the proceedings, 
executed a wonderfully agile and funny exit and re-entry manoeuvre. In all 
the agony, an associate member o f anarchist bent quietly left the meeting 
and sabotaged it by going to the office and explaining to the confused 
applicants what question was to be asked o f them. This resulted in ad­
miring laughter and a few raised fists when one enlightened applicant 
presented a very acute set o f motives for wanting to join the collect­
ive. But the meeting dissolved into adjournment, and a turmoil o f 
bruised feelings and puzzled minds.
A  remark Greig Pickhaver made in an interview suddenly made a lot o f 
sense: “ Collective meetings are feared by members. Both powerful and 
powerless people fear them. Powerful people — and I mean people with 
strong personalities, not necessarily the ones with power in the collective — 
are afraid because o f the expenditure of energy necessary, which might well 
be counterproductive.”
not by will alone
In this society, we are daily victims o f enormous, perverted and ill moti­
vated hierarchical structures; we have also been thoroughly conditioned to 
accept authority blindly. Once people who work together start to scruti­
nise their lives, and recognise the tyrannies they have been subject to for so 
long, it is tempting to throw overboard every kind o f structure and try to 
start cleanly all over again. A period of “ structurelessness”  may be a stage 
that people go through before they can understand, from experience rather 
than theory, that it’s not necessarily structure itself, or even excess struc­
ture, which has been the tyrant, but the nature, aims and values of the 
structure.
People in groups fight their way out o f old structures, at great pain and 
cost to themselves, into some form of anarchic condition; pure good will 
and enthusiasm suffice for a time until conditioning, egotism, insensitivity 
to others — old habits — reassert themselves. The bigger the group, the 
faster this happens. Conditioning and lack o f experience make it impossible 
to implement a truly collective situation simply by an act o f will.
But a working structure can be developed which is flexible and responsive 
to people’s needs, and has a collective ethos at its roots.
Jon Hawkes: I ’d say one-third of the APG collective is interested in or 
committed to concepts like income sharing, working in a situation that is 
significantly different from the-one now in existence. This third is not re­
bellious, or dissatisfied. They see potentialities for development in the 
group they didn’t see before.
“ There’s a fantasy for future possibility that goes like this: everyone full 
time, everyone gets a basic wage, survival level — for me this is $40, but it 
depends on whether you have kids. We should be getting this wage all the 
time, but of course it’s not so at the moment. The actors’ agency (currently 
being set up) should serve all members. If group members work outside, all 
money from this should go to the collective. Max, for example, could get 
$5,000 for making a film. There would be communal ownership of things.
A total trip.
“ It ’s a matter o f group survival. We have to transcend the need to be 
concerned with individual survival, we need to become members of a collec­
tive that cherishes its members. If  this isn’t a possibility, we may as well 
go out and shoot ourselves — give up. There’s no hope if we all remain in­
dividuals. We’ll all die separately. All this shit”  — waving his hand at busy 
Lygon Street — “ will go on till the fuckin’ world destroys itself.”
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Outside the Women’s Community Health Centre in Leichardt 
X met a local woman, laden down with parcels. She was pushing 
a stroller and shouting at her other kid who was racing down the 
street on some adventure of his own. She cocked her head towards 
the centre and asked “You been in there?” I said yes. She went 
on “I was in there the other day, they were so nice and friendly 
to me and they’ve got a big yard for me kids to play in” .
Inside Judy the secretary/admini­
strator told a typical story. “ The 
other day I had a woman aged 
17 in for a termination. She had 
spent most o f her life in an or­
phanage. The woman was sitting 
here with her boyfriend. I rang her 
GP. He said she had to have the 
termination because hse was a mental 
defective. I asked him if he had 
given her contraceptives. He said 
she’s so mentally defective she 
wouldn’t understand what the word 
meant. He said she regarded her 
first child as a toy and after six 
months had given it to her mother 
and that the girl was involved in 
an immoral de facto relationship.
“ She wasn’t mentally defective. 
She was quite articulate in her own 
way. I told the doctor if anyone 
was immoral it was him because 
he hadn’t given her any contra­
ceptive advice.”
The Women’s Commission in Syd­
ney in March 1973 heard many 
women testify about offhand and 
second rate treatment at the hands 
o f the medical profession. “ Women’s 
diseases”  such as monilia or thrush, 
trichimonis and cystitus were large!; 
dismissed by doctors as not serious 
and treatment was at best a holding 
rather than curing affair.
Small rap groups that developed 
after the Commission were con­
cerned with the problems it ex­
posed and the pressing need for 
hassle-free abortions. So a service 
known as CONTROL was established. 
This operated out o f Women’s Libera­
tion House in Sydney and offered 
abortion information and referral. 
Some women believed what was 
needed was a clinic run by and 
for women. This seemed like a 
dream o f the future, but nevertheless 
a submission was made to Canberra 
for funds for a womens health 
clinic.
At this time Everingham, the 
Minister for Health was pushing the 
idea o f community health centres 
and in January o f this year $33,000 
was granted to the CONTROL 
group to establish a women’s health 
centre.
The centre at 164 Flood Street 
Leichardt (Tel.: 56.5059) is open 
to all women.
Leichardt was chosen because it’s 
traditionally a working class area 
with large migrant and student popu­
lations and a sympathetic local 
council.
The staff are all women, and 
the centre offers a full range o f 
medical services. The centre through 
its research officer will attempt to 
collate and evaluate all the available 
data on women’s diseases. So far 
the bulk o f problems dealt with 
have been gynaecological: pregnancy, 
contraception, and termination in­
quiries. Two self-help groups have 
been formed for women to learn 
more about their bodies and how 
they function.
The big worry so 
far is that there is more and more 
counselling work required, and there 
are not enough counsellors to engage 
in face to face discussion. What 
to do about this? Judy — “ We 
want to shy clear o f accepted psych, 
treatment but there is bugger all 
to take it’s place We could no more 
dream o f sending women to estab­
lished psych, hospitals than flying 
to the moon. Shit we couldn’t do 
that to women.
“ We are women. What we can 
offer to women who come to this 
clinic in addition to our skills is 
that we understand the position o f 
wortien in society.”
— Ponch Hawkes.
Heather Hardie, a member o f one 
o f the self help groups, talked to wo­
men who work at the clinic about 
how they felt about the place and 
what the future might be:
I talked to Lorraine, a general 
and psychiatric trained nurse; Kathy, 
a social worker doing community 
liaison work; Judy, secretary and or­
ganiser; Stephanie, a gynaecologist; 
and Susan, a general practitioner.
She also talked to Jenni, who was 
doing research work there but has 
just left.
There’s a tremendous amount o f 
enthusiasm at the centre. For some 
of the women, it’s taking up all the 
energy they have to spare. Lorraine, 
Kathy and Judy say that all they 
have time for is work and unwind­
ing from work — the centre is en­
gulfing their lives. They feel that 
this is inevitable at the moment, and 
hope that they’ll have more time for 
their other activities when things be­
come more organised.
Susan spends two days a week at 
the centre and one evening at 
Family Planning; she has time to 
herself and doesn’t feel that the 
centre encroaches on her life. Ste­
phanie works at the centre two days 
a week, and is fully involved with 
medical interests the rest o f her 
working time; she leads a very busy 
life.
There’s a wide range o f opinion 
among the staff as to how radical 
the centre should be. How much 
can the women go their own way, 
and how much do they have to mo­
dify their ideas because o f “ pres­
sures” ? This is complicated by the 
fact that the centre is funded by 
government money, the first grant 
being for six months, and the timing 
and amount o f further allocations to 
be decided by the government. For 
example, while the women at the 
centre want abortions to be freely 
available, there’s some fear that per­
haps the government wouldn’t be 
too happy about giving money to an 
“ abortion centre” . On the other 
hand, “ Control”  was clearly an 
abortion referral service; the govern­
ment probably has a dear idea o f 
how the centre will react to requests 
for abortions.
What does each staff member 
want the centre to be? All the staff 
are middle class and well educated, 
but have differing ideas about whom 
the centre should cater for.
Stephanie has been in left wing 
politics for years, including the ... 
Union o f Australian Women, and" 
more recently Women’s Liberation 
(usually in an advisory capacity).
She feels strongly that the centre 
should cater for women who would 
normally be outside the pale o f con­
ventional medical services — women 
with little formal education, work­
ing class women, migrant women.
She says that the centre should be 
reaching out to these women, that 
middle class women don’t need 
such strenuous efforts to be reached 
as they’re fairly on the ball anyway, 
and have access to relatively satis­
factory health services.
Several o f the women at the 
centre (mainly the ones who have 
been into the women’s movement) 
feel that it should be a place where 
movement women can have access 
to health services free from such 
hassles as chauvinistic doctor- 
patient relationships.
Susan feels at her most comfort­
able and competent with middle 
class women; she says they’re more 
rewarding to work with because 
they have more control over their 
lives than, working class women, and
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Women’s diseases gotta go.
None of that 
bedside manner here
money making element usual in the 
doctor-patient relationship. She has 
never felt comfortable about asking 
patients for money.
Jenni feels that the centre has 
not been idealistic enough by simply 
making its services free. She says 
that anyone who works at the 
centre, from doctors to cleaning 
.person, should receive the same pay­
ment. For her, it’s important for a 
small group to reflect its ideals; a 
stratified wage structure helps to
Old house — new ideas
can change more readily.
It ’s still a moot point as to whom 
the centre is there for. So far there 
have been about equal proportions 
o f working class (including migrant) 
and middle class (including move­
ment) women.
All services at the centre are free; 
everyone feels this is essential if the 
centre hopes to reach all women, es­
pecially working class women. Ste­
phanie in particular enjoys working 
in a place where she is free from the
Ponch Hawkes
create and confirm power based re­
lationships between the women. She 
realises that the centre has to attract 
well qualified women, and that wo­
men are usually lower paid than 
men, but feels that the differences 
in the amounts of money the wo­
men receive tend to reinforce con­
ventional power hierarchies based on 
status.
Another point Jenni makes is 
that the concept o f health care is 
one which hasn’t been thought 
through enough at the centre. All
the medical treatment given is 
strictly in the mainstream of con­
ventional medicine, though in other 
areas there’s some branching out 
into new ideas, eg, the selfhelp 
group. But Jenni’s point is that the 
wom^n at the centre should see 
health as part o f a whole lifestyle. 
For example, some o f the staff 
smoke at work (Jenni — who 
smokes herself — says that there 
should be a definite effort not to 
smoke); there’s a coffee machine in 
the kitchen; there was booze pro­
vided at thé official opening. Jenni 
says that it’s changing, things like 
this which can make the centre a 
“ really revolutionary health alterna­
tive” , rather than just another com­
munity centre.
One o f the nurses and both the 
doctors are part time. This makes 
for problems. The two doctors, es­
pecially, have tended to spend a 
greater proportion o f their time 
than anyone else in seeing clients 
while they’re at work; and they 
differ from the other workers at the 
centre in that their work there 
doesn’t take up all their time and 
energy. Their experience as doctors 
has been quite different from that 
o f the other women, so there are 
greater communication problems 
between them and the rest o f the 
staff. The fact that each is there 
only two days a week makes these 
communication gaps harder to close.
* * *
“ It’s like working with your 
friends”  (Lorraine). They say that 
work has always been a part o f 
their lives more or less cut o ff from 
their “ private”  lives. Lorraine says 
that the structure o f nursing en­
couraged her to be like this, and 
she enjoys working in the open, 
honest atmosphere where she can bd 
more herself. She feels that there 
has always been a schizophrenic 
quality in her attitudes toward her 
working and nonworking life. Who 
are you? Mother, worker, wife, wo­
men’s activist? She feels that the 
centre has begun to resolve this con­
flict for her.
Kathy has never wanted to cut 
herself o ff as a person from her 
work situation and has resisted pres­
sures that pushed her that way. She 
always felt rather ashamed of being 
fully herself though, §nd thought
Who will take care o f  the children ?
Pro’s grab kids
by Alan Smith 
Who should control preschools?
With the announcement o f plans for 70 new kindergartens in Victoria, the 
battle lines are being drawn between the state’s Health and Education 
Departments, each backed by various professional bodies and assorted 
supporters. It ’s a battle which completely sidesteps the real issue, which is: 
who shall control the preschool experience o f kids — the community or the 
professionals? Control by the experts o f either department means, in effect, 
the compulsory socialisation o f all kids to established middle class values.
In acting to set up new kinder­
gartens, the Victorian government is 
implementing a report submitted to 
cabinet by the Consultative Council 
on Pre-School Development. The 
Council was set up early in 1972 
with the very broad task o f examining ' 
health, welfare and education services 
for children under six, and to recom­
mend to the government how those 
services could be improved, expanded 
or reorganised to give the greatest 
benefit to the community.
The Council’s report, itself the 
work o f experts, does reflect some 
attempt to come to grips with the 
real conflict between control by ex­
perts and control by the community. 
And working within very broad terms 
o f reference, the Council has coma up 
with some interesting facts.
But its assumptions are arguable 
and its recommendations severely 
limited. , ;
. The Council suggests that the 
community at large believes the 
family is the appropriate social unit 
for the rearing o f young children — 
that the child’s first need is a satis­
factory relationship with its mother. 
(Throughout the report; the child 
is referred to as he, and it is plainly 
an unquestioned assumption that the 
mother should bear the primary re­
sponsibility for childcare.) Thus, 
what is required, according to the 
Council, is a broad range o f welfare 
and educational services that mother 
can call upon. ;
The basic complicating factor is 
the fact that, for a host o f reasons, 
married women and mothers work.
Many need to, many want to, and 
increasingly the expansion o f the 
economy has come to depend on
more women entering the work
force.
The assumption, then, is- that 
with mothers working, welfare and 
educational services must play a cen­
tral role and “ demand even more 
skills o f those who are acting as 
(parents’) surrogates” . It is as­
sumed that the answer is a more 
comprehensive set o f expertly 
staffed institutions.
There are alternatives to the,
creating o f  more institutions, and 
people are experimenting with them: 
finding ways o f  enabling parents, 
neighborhoods and communities to 
deal collectively with their respon­
sibilities, including the problems o f 
childrearing. In other words c l ex­
tending the family. This alternative 
is not seriously considered by the 
Council.
The report does make repeated 
gestures in this direction. Through­
out the report, reference is made 
to the need to involve parents in 
childcare services, to integrate pre­
school facilities with the com­
munity:
“ No service can be complete un­
less it is built on the notion o f 
Darent narticmation. And as a re­
commendation, the Council pro­
poses that “ parent involvement and
participation be an' essential element 
o f early childhood education and 
development” .
Yet when it comes to the details 
o f actually involving parents ip 
planning and running these child­
care and preschool facilities, some­
how the parents find themselves 
pushed aside, buried under a mass 
o f bureaucratic organisation, training 
schemes and salary scales.
For example, on preschools: 
“ The Council considers that local 
committees consisting o f lay mem­
bers are not the appropriate, bodies 
to employ teachers.”
The recommendation is that “ the 
principle o f parent involvement in 
local preschool centres should con­
tinue to be developed through local 
committees which should have a 
supportive function but neither con­
trol the educational program nor 
act as employers” .
In fact, having assumed the pri­
mary role o f the family in rearing 
young children, the experts admit 
that, they regard at least some 
parents as inadequate to the task. 
True to its broad terms o f reference, 
the Council goes to a lot of trouble 
to present facts about particular 
kinds o f families which are so 
socially disadvantaged that they find 
it very difficult to  provide an ade­
quate environment for their children. 
Their recommendations as to how 
the disadvantages should be over­
come are somewhat less than 
sweeping:
“ Inadequate finance can be detri­
mental to families with young 
children. Low income families can 
undergo a series o f financial crises, 
which may result in the removal i 
o f goods, services and levels o f well I 
being causing emotional strain and 
upheavals in relationships.”
Which means, I guess, that people 
who are poor have to go without; 
they can’t save and may be forced
to live under considerable emotional 
strain. The report goes on to cite 
figures from the Bureau o f Census 
and Statistics which suggest the 
number o f impoverished families in 
Australia, and concludes that in Vic­
toria, clearly “ a considerable number 
o f familiès are earning insufficient 
money to provide them with âdé- 
quate food, clothing, shelter and 
other commodities regarded as neces­
sary for living in reasonable com­
fort” .
The report lists several specific 
factors which make the Situation 
o f the poor even worse: the trap 
o f hire purchase which makes very 
long working hours necessary, the 
difficulty for migrants who get them­
selves involved in disastrous financial 
contracts because they don’t under­
stand them, and the difficulty o f 
deserted wives who have trouble 
wringing maintenance out o f their 
husbands. The Council concludes this 
section o f the report with the 
sweeping recommendation that “ the 
Social Welfare Department accept 
responsibility for collecting main­
tenance” !
Just as bravely the Council 
plunges on into the problems o f 
rearing children for families under 
emotional tension. It finds that 
many unskilled migrant women, for 
example, may be forced to spend 
their days in hot, noisy /factories, 
doing tedious repetitive work. Their 
abilities as ‘ loving mothers’ and edu­
cators may be diminished by their 
tiredness and the daily strain o f 
obtaining a satisfactory ‘tally’ under 
the ‘piece rate’ conditions o f em­
ployment.
Undeterred by the scope o f the 
problem, the Council “ recommends 
investigation and action to ensure 
that the quality o f work environ­
ments is improved in both their 
physical and social aspects so that 
parents are able to conserve their 
inner resources and be able to offer 
stimulation to their children” . More 
muzak?
And living conditions . . .  the 
worst o ff were clearly identified as 
those families living in high rise 
flats. It dramatically documents the 
social and psychological disaster area 
that these blocks are for the families j
that people saw her as rather naive 
and “ unprofessional”  because o f her 
natural behavior.
Susan and Stephanie haven’t felt 
that work cut them o ff from their 
personal feelings. Stephanie has 
“ always felt more comfortable with 
patients than with other doctors” . 
For these two, the ability to relax 
their roles is not one o f the main 
advantages o f working at the centre,
“ Professional”  roles have started 
to break down at the centre. For 
some, they have been gladly shed; 
for others, they are still part o f 
themselves and hard for them to 
drop.
As a place to work, the centre 
provides a great deal more freedom 
and personal responsibility than 
most jobs the women have held be­
fore. Most o f them find this a bit 
frightening. It involves them in 
hassles like the ones mentioned be­
fore. Whom should the centre be 
for? How can it be made into a 
place where women will come? The 
staff have total responsibility for 
moulding the place. “ We are the 
centre.”  They have to consider all 
the limiting factors — time, energy, 
the importance o f the centre’s repu­
tation, the government’s attitude — 
and fit these into their idea o f what 
the centre ideally should be.
One o f the things that is frigh­
tening, but also welcome, is the 
breakdown o f conventional job 
structures. For example, it’s hoped 
that all that staff will be doing 
counselling with the women who 
come to the centre. Judy, who 
often works as a receptionist, gets 
to see many o f the women before 
anyone else, and so she’s already in­
volved in lots o f counselling. The 
two doctors seem to hold more to 
their usual roles than the others. 
However they both want to use the 
opportunities offered them at the 
centre to spend more time with pa­
tients, and to give counselling in an 
atmosphere free from normal fee- 
for-service situation.
The centre can develop into a 
good place to be because, although 
there are plenty o f hassles both in­
side and outside, the opportunity to 
behave differently is there. There’s a 
chance to create a real alternative to 
the conventional health system 
which gives most people such a bad 
deal.
living in them, the stultifying effect 
on children. “ The Council is con­
vinced that families with young 
children should not be housed in 
high rise flats. High rise flats may 
be suitable for other sectors o f the 
population, but are not suitable: for 
the growth and development o f 
childteri” ’ :  i ’he recommenidation, 
which should bring hdpe to the 
hearts o f trapped flat dwellers, is 
that, in future, families with young 
children are not housed in high 
rise flats.
* * *
There* is no doubt that growing 
up poor can make growing up pretty 
difficult, and a lot o f kids in Victoria 
are growing up poor. What the Coun­
cil seems to assume, however, is 
that since it has clearly demon­
strated that people who are poor 
are unable to care for and educate 
their children, there is no choice 
but to hand them over to skilled 
professionals.
And however much it may be 
good iri principle to involve these 
people in childcare, a supportive 
role is the most they’re up to.
The Council recognises that the 
prevailing professional attitude is that 
parent involvement is impracticable; 
on the other hand it suggests that, 
in many cases, parents see the pro­
fessionals as experts who can make 
up their own inadequacies.
It is the middle class professionals, 
securely selfconfident o f the pre­
dominance o f their values, who 
create and reinforce the feelings o f 
alienation and inadequacy amongst 
the economically disadvantaged and 
cultural outgroups. For middle class 
families, taking a supportive role 
in professionally run preschools is 
fine. It lets them go out to golf 
or get a good job and there’s no 
conflict between their values and 
those o f the institutions and their 
staff.
For the others, well, it’s for their 
own good isn’t it? They’re obviously 
not up to the job themselves; look 
how they live! And we do want 
a homogenous society, don’t we?
I suppose the next thing will be 
compulsory preschooling. Then the 
departments can argue about who 
really gets to control the kids.
HARRY M. MILLER by arrangement with MICHAEL WHITE presents
A SCIENCE-FICTION-ROCK N' ROLL B-MOVIE AWARD WINNING MUSICAL!
WITH REG LIVERMORE, KATE FITZPATRICK, ARTHUR D/GNAM, 
JOHN PARAM0R, JANE HARDERS, SAL SHARAH, MAUREEN 
ELKNER, GRAHAM MATTERS AND DAVID CAMERON.’
MUSIC, BOOK AND LYRICS BY RICHARD O’BRIEN. DIRECTED BY 
JIM SHARMAN. DESIGNED BY BRIAN THOMSON.
“The Rocky Horror Show” is a satirical musical less reminiscent 
of Shakespeare than a combination of ‘Hair’, ‘American Graffiti’ 
and the mysteries presented by the Cockettes . . .
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE.
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
at theatre and all agencies. Phone 660 3922 to 10.00 pm 
nightly or book by mail — write to “ Rocky Horror’’, 
Box 346, P.0. Haymarket 2000 
ENGLAND’S NUMBER ONE MUSICAL HIT ! !
Nightly Tues-Sat 9.30 pm with 7.15 pm shows on Wed/Frid/Sat.
PRICES: Evenings $3.80, $4.80. Matinees $3.50, $4,50. Group 
concessions phone 211 0199. Phone bookings (10.30 am —  10.00 pm) 
660 3922.
NEW ART CINEMA 166 Glebè Pi Rd., Glebe Phone: 6603922
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A lump o f wood and a piece o f string - its amazing how many things it can be
Ponch Hawkes
by Alan Smith
The Westbury Street Co-op child 
care centre is one o f those small Ed­
wardian houses in inner suburban Mel­
bourne. A  high fence at the front, 
with kids hanging over. Small front 
yard, playthings, a bitumen path 
between the house and the one 
next door leads to a sandy back 
yard with more playthings.
4 ’ A  side door, add inside, streamers 
and balloons as well as a low table 
covered with food. They seem to 
fill the room already packed with 
chairs, big and small, walls crammed 
with pictures, — painted, drawn, 
printed — and a huge blackboard.
It’s not altogether a kid’s room — 
it’s not like a kindergarten or a 
school room, but it’s pretty clearly 
a room used to kids. A  birthday 
party is starting. By the time we’re 
all assembled, there are more than 
20 o f us. We range from about 
one up and 14 o f us are four or 
under;
Somebody presses a sausage roll 
into my hand, and somebody else 
small squashes some cheese into my 
beard. It ’s a ripper o f a party. 
Candles are blown several times, we 
sing and we cut two birthday cakes. 
The goodies demolished, the kids 
disperse with the balloons and some 
o f us sit on, drinking coffee and 
then start cleaning up.
There’s an old style kitchen. 
Enough room for a table to sit 
around, and there are a couple o f 
’fridges, a stove and a gas heater 
over the sink. Like the rest o f the 
house, it’s been painted up. It ’s 
homely in the way old houses can 
be but you!d hardly call it flash.
Another half hour, the littlest 
ones are getting tired — being put 
down to sleep, or carried on the 
hip, but the rest are outside with 
Carol and Steve. N
In this last half hour o f the 
morning session I managed to get 
some o f the people on duty or 
helping out to explain how this 
cooperative child minding centre 
came into being.
Kerry and Denise, the two women 
who had taken the first steps to­
wards getting the place going, were 
acting as spokespeople — the ques­
tion o f talking to The Digger having 
been discussed a few days earlier 
at a special meeting o f the collective.
* * *
Digger: How did you get the 
place started?
Denise: Kerry and I both put 
ads. in the local paper completely 
by accident in the same week saying 
that we wanted to start up some 
sort o f communal child minding 
thing. Then we went along and saw 
The council social worker and told 
her about our ideas and she was 
quite impressed. The social worker 
called a public meeting at the town 
hall and we went along. Quite a 
few people spoke on different things 
and Kerry and I talked about what 
we wanted to do.
Digger: What were your particular 
needs that made you advertise?
Kerry: I wanted to go out part 
time working, and I think Denise 
wanted to as well. But now the 
story has changed in that the centre 
is for me my part time work.
Digger: Were you unable to. work 
before because you had to look 
after a kid and there was no satis­
factory child care around?
Denise: We could have got them 
into other places, but we didn’t 
like them.
Digger: Why not?
* Denise: Too authoritarian.
Kerry: Too many kids too. I 
think the ratio for the registered 
places is one adult for 15 kids 
over three, and one for five under 
three. We don’t think that’s enough. 
We have three adults on for 15 
kids, regardless o f age.
* * *
Kerry: Anyway, at the end o f 
the meeting, we said if you are 
interested in these ideas we’ll get 
together after the meeting.
Digger: Basically what was your 
idea?
Denise: That we start up a co­
operative thing where each parent* 
or the parents involved, share the 
work load, to operate our own child 
care centre.
We started meeting weekly then 
for about six weeks. We talked about 
what sort o f building we’d get, what 
sort o f things we’d do with the kids. 
We lost a few people who didn’t 
agree with our basic philosophy.
Digger: How is it different from 
the places you knew about before 
but which you didn’t like?
Denise: There’s no structured play. 
No timetable. No routine. There are 
restrictions, basic things. But we’re 
not particular about how dirty the 
kids get, or the language they use. 
We try and create a free environment 
where the kids can express them­
selves and be accepted.
Kerry: And it’s something we can 
participate in, because in the usual 
child care centres, we wouldn’t be 
participating. You are allowed in the 
first time, then you can only come 
to the door to leave kids or pick 
them up again.
Digger: What about sex roles?
Denise: Yes, we’re trying to get 
rid of them.
* *  *
Digger: Did you have much diffi­
culty working out this basic philo­
sophy?
Denise: Kerry and I were pretty 
adamant about what we wanted. 
Some people just dropped out.
Kerry: We looked for a house 
to rent and found this one. The 
landlord didn’t care what it was 
used for, he wants to pull it down 
in five years. And there we were.
Digger: How many o f you were 
involved at that stage?
Denis¡e: There were eight families.
Digger: So paying the rent wasn’t 
a big problem?
Denise: No, only $24.
Digger: And everybody was fi­
nancial?
Denise: Oh yes, enough. Then 
we spent three weeks painting it,' 
cleaning it. The back yard was hope­
less. We carted away loads o f rubbish.
Digger: What sort o f people made 
up that original group? What was 
the nature o f their needs? Families 
with mothers feeling trapped, or 
who needed to go to work for 
economic reasons, or single women 
or . . .?
Denise: A  combination of those.
Kerry: Some were working full 
time and desperately, needed child 
care.
Denise: We said all along that 
those who had their kids here would 
have to be able to be rostered. So 
that cut some people out. People 
who wouldn’t have been able to . . .
Kerry: Or weren’t interested.
Denise: We suggested alternatives 
. . . that the ones who were working 
full time in the day could be ros­
tered in the evening or at the week­
end, but some o f them weren’t happy 
about that either. So we finished 
up opening with about ten families, 
reasonably dedicated.
Kerry: And some people without 
kids, who just like kids.
Digger: You mentioned evening 
roster. It ’s not just a day care centre?
Denise: We open at 8.00. Most 
o f the children have gone home 
by 6.00. Then from 6.00 to 11.30 
(six days a week) there’s always 
two night staff on. More or less 
,a baby sitting thing. Sometimes the 
kids stay overnight if the parents 
have to be away till after 11.30.
Digger: De you have an over­
night roster?
Kerry: No, Carol lives here. But 
if there were too many kids then 
someone else would stay over too.
Digger: Is there a lot o f pressure 
on Carol?
Denise: A  lot. It ’s just the obvious 
thing. If  somebody doesn’t turn up, 
Carol’s there,.
Digger; How important is it that 
somebody lives in the place?
Denise: It ’s crucial.
Digger: Could you roster that 
too?
Denise: If  necessary, it’d be easy 
enough, but having someone living 
here provides a kind o f atmosphere.
Kerry: We also provide emer­
gency accommodation for one wo­
man at a time, with kids if she’s 
got them, and she’s required as 
part o f the deal to help look after 
the kids during the day.
Digger: How much do you see 
the place as helping women, and 
families, as distinct from looking 
after kids?
Kerry: Looking after kids comes 
first always. jBut the need for the 
other is there . . .
Digger: Has it been made use of?
Kerry: Oh yes. Four women have 
made use o f it in the two months 
we’ve been going.
Digger: How much have you ; 
managed to involve the men o f the 
families who have kids here?
Kerrv: We’ve only managed to 
include one man on the roster in 
the day, but at night the roster 
is mainly filled by men.
Denise: A  lot o f the people here 
are single mothers.
Digger: Any single fathers?
Denise: One. And there’s the con­
sciousness raising group starting this 
week. Three o f the men who have 
kids here are in that. Two o f the 
fathers haven’t had anything to do 
with the place. More than two . . .  
four I think. Every Tuesday we 
have a full meeting o f the coop., 
every parent must attend. Well often 
they don’t.
Digger: Do they disapprove?
Denise: Just not interested.
Digger: Is that talked about.
Denise: In the women’s group, 
yes. But there was a guy in here 
just little while ago. His wife 
came here, wapted to put her kid 
in here, but wouldn’t put in any 
time on the roster. But he came 
in to offer to put in the time. 
(He seemed a bit apprehensive about ; 
it, but was reassured when he was 
told he’d be rostered with two other 
people.)
* * *
Digger: Who really runs the place?
Denise: Nobody.
Digger: Does that create any 
special problems?
Denise: Yes it did initially, but 
now we’ve got over that. We have 
a thing going that for a month
kind
at a time, on a rotating basis, people 
take turns as a sort o f continuity 
person, organising, you know, ex­
cursions, looks after the money, the 
things that have to be done. Dele­
gates chores if necessary.
Digger: How much does it cost 
to run the place?
Denise: $101.36 cents and we have 
a weekly income o f $102.
Digger: Where does it come from?
Denise: Donations. It ’s a scale 
o f payments really, minimum of 
five, maximum of eight dollars per 
family.
Kerry: And from local people. 
Rotary completely rewired the 
house for us. And the Catholic priest 
is very interested. He drops in to 
see how it’s going, he’s donated 
cases o f fruit, and mentions us during 
his sermon — the centre needs paint, 
or it needs cushions — and the 
parishioners send things in.
Digger: What about other com­
munity organisations, and the coun­
cil?
Kerry: Well unofficially We’ve 
had a lot o f good advice from the 
council. We even had a cheque, 
privately, from two o f the coun­
cillors. Officially they can’t do any­
thing for us because we aren’t re­
gistered. They can’t support an un­
registered child minding centre.
Digger: What would you be if 
you were registered? Registered as 
what?
Denise: Oh just a child care centre.
Digger: What would registration 
do for you? Would it get you a 
subsidy?
Denise: No. Subsidy is only if 
you have trained staff. That’s the 
government. The council could sub­
sidise us.
Digger: Do you need to be Sub­
sidised?
Denise: No we don’t want any 
subsidy at all, because with it comes
Kerry: Strings.
Digger: Well how are you o ff 
for equipment? Who got the furni­
ture together?
Denise: It’s all been given to us.
Digger: And you’ve got every­
thing you need?
Denise: No we could do with 
a lot more.
Kerry: We’re having an adventure 
playground designed by some RMIT 
(Royal Melbourne Institute o f Tech­
nology) students. They’ve said get 
as much stuff as you can and we’ll 
build it into something. We’ve got 
tyres, and a concrete pipe . . . 
though- we haven’t found a way 
o f getting it here yet.
Digger: And what about materials 
the kids use, material that gets used 
up? Kindergartens go through miles 
of paper and paint.
Denise: We’ve got a big backlog 
of paper, and we haven’t run out o f 
stuff that’s been donated yet.
Digger: Who donated it?
Denise: Well one lot o f paint 
was donated by a school teacher, 
and we didn’t ask where it came 
from. . . .  And the place is too 
small.
Kerry: Yes the yard’s too small.
I mean there’s a lot o f stuff we’d 
like to have for the kids.
Denise: Yes, I ’d like to have 
an old bike, they could investigate 
it, work on it, smash it up if they 
like. I ’m not in favor o f toys. I 
think toys have specific meanings.
I mean if a kid’s playing with a 
’plane* it’s a ’plane. There’s not 
much a kid can fantasise about, 
playing with a ’plane. If  a kid’s 
got a lump o f wood and a piece 
o f string, it’s amazing how many 
things it can be.
Digger: What about other people 
involved? Are those kinds of things 
which become problems o f philo­
sophy? Do they come out?
Kerry: Well we haven’t really got 
into that kind o f stuff, have we?
Denise: I think when we first 
started we had that sorted out, but 
a lot o f people have come and 
gone since then. It just hasn’t been 
discussed for a while.
Kerry: We’ve been too busy ar­
guing about whether to register, and 
just the details o f working out 
rosters.
Digger: How does it work, how 
well do you work as a collective? 
What happens if people don’t turn 
up for roster?
Denise: I f  someone doesn’t turn 
up, we’ve got a list to turn to. It’s 
only really happened twice that 
we’ve been desperately short.
Kerry: We’ve'relied on Link Up (a 
Melbourne telephone information ex­
change) a couple o f times. They’ve 
sent someone out, and I think they 
really loved it. But they don’t always 
have somebody available.
' Denise: Then we have had people 
on the roster who’ve been around 
a few weeks and decide they just 
can’t take it, they can’t relate to 
the kids.
Digger: Because they’re not used 
to kids or not used to this environ­
ment?
Denise: Like some people have 
come here and been freaked out 
about hygiene. They can’t stand 
seeing the kids running around filthy 
rotten dirty. And our attitude is, 
come time to go to bed, they’ll 
get a wash, so why worry?
Digger: What about keeping the 
place clean? With a roster it must 
be difficult to keep up the con­
tinuity.
Denise: Yes it started o ff every- • 
body just kicked in and did it. 
But we found some things were 
getting done twice, and some things 
weren’t getting done at all. So about 
four weeks ago one o f the people 
who was on roster became a full 
time cleaning person. Which gives 
;the other people the chance to just 
be with the kids.
Digger: Is the centre working in 
terms o f giving you the time to go 
out and do what you originally 
wanted to do?
Denise: IP  hasn’t much so far.
Kerry: It takes up a hell o f a 
lot o f time . . . depending on how 
dedicated you are. Some people do 
use it just as a child minding thing. 
They drop the kids off, go off, 
completely divorce themselves from 
it. Just come back and pick up 
their kids. You know, they stick 
to the timetable rigidly. But I can’t.
I come to drop my kid and stay 
a couple o f hours. Then I go home 
and come back on roster.
Digger: How many hours are you 
rostered at a time?
Denise: It varies, but the general 
thing is 8.00 till 1.00, 1.00 till 6.00, 
6.00 till 11.30.
Digger: How many hours a week 
would you need to put in?
Denise: We like it to bg a mini­
mum o f ten. But some people are 
putting in less. Of coursd Carol puts 
in hundreds o f hours because she 
lives here.
Digger: Is the centre doing things 
you didn’t envisage it doing. Has 
it got you involved as a group in 
other thin^?
Kerry: Not much, because we’ve 
been scared to publicise it much.
. Digger: Why?
Kerry: Because we’re scared o f 
the Health Department.
Denise: We’ve talked about being 
involved in local things and we’d 
like to see the place as more o f a 
community centre. That’s starting
to happen, people just dropping in. 
We’ve also started a women’s con­
sciousness raising group, that’s been 
running about five weeks — and 
there’s the men’s one starting this 
week.
We’ve had a lot o f people come 
here and want to put their kids in 
here and we just can’t take them. 
We’ve got a really big waiting list. 
So we’re frying to encourage them 
to go away and start up their own. 
One group has had a meeting already.
Digger: How often do people 
come here because they’ve heard 
about it somehow or other, but 
don’t like what you’ve got here.
Kerry: A fair few.
Digger: Because they personally 
can’t afford the time? Or because 
they don’t like the place?
Kerry: Well that’s the first thing 
we talk about, involvement, and 
once you mention it, some people 
don’t want to hear any more.
Digger: What about the anti­
authoritarian environment?
Denise: Well one woman came, 
and she didn't like it at all, but 
that’s fair enough, they come and 
go as they like. But it’s good, it 
forces you to solidify your own
ideas about what you want for your 
kid.
We’ve got a few long range ideas 
that we’re tossing around, about 
when our kids get to school age, 
just keep it going as a free school.
♦ *
The people at the centre have 
not applied for registration. They 
have argued about it and decided 
against it. They don’t want to be 
forced to fcomply with what seem 
to them pointless regulations. When 
I spoke to them they were ex­
pecting an official call any day from 
the Health Department. They ex­
pected to be told a list o f minor 
objections standing in the way' o f 
their being registered, but they don’t 
want to have !to comply. They feel 
themselves to be responsible, con­
scious o f their own standards and 
values in running a place for their 
own kids. It is an extension o f 
their own horries, their own lives.
If you’re interested in finding 
out more about how the coop, works 
or if you’d like to help out there, 
it’s at 92 Westbury Street, St. Kilda, 
or you can ’phone them on 52.2116.
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Two classics from Spanish filmmaker — Luis Bunuel
Shaking the optimism of the boo j world
by Tim Pigott
Los Olvidados, made in Mexico, 
1950 (showing Palais Theatre, St. 
Kilda), is the classis modern film 
work on delinquency. But, then, 
nobody makes films quite like Luis 
Buñuel and it becomes a much more 
subtle, more complex statement 
about the human condition. Not 
just some safely vague ‘condition 
of man’ but an attack on specific 
abuses, that interlinks social con­
text with human relationships both 
consciously (aims, ambitions, long­
ings for love) and unconsciously 
(dreams, obsessions, hallucinations).
Bunuel’s world is shot through 
with astonishing surrealist imagery: 
Pedro’s nightmare, where he cries 
out for meat, and the hunk o f 
raw meat that his glass eyed mother 
holds out towards him is snatched 
from his grasp by a hand that reaches 
up from beneath his bed; the warm 
peasant sensuality o f a dove used 
to stroke a naked woman’s back; 
milk spilling over the thighs o f a 
young adolescent girl; the death o f 
the psychopathic Jaibo changing to
an image o f a mangy dog trotting
down an endless black street.
But these moments o f heightened 
lyricism grow matter o f factly from 
a style that is very low key. He 
uses relatively long takes, reserving 
quick cutting for certain climaxes, 
His tracks, pans and angle shots are 
spare, curt and functional. Buñuel 
relies extensively on heads-to-knees 
group shots which permit the fastest 
possible flow o f actions and reactions 
within a scene, while keeping the 
scene a unity for the spectator. 
His lighting is also often flatly 
matter o f fact except in the starkly 
mysterious dream sequences.
The style o f this film derived 
from three highly successful com­
mercial formulae o f the late ’40s: 
marxist neorealism, the pessimistic 
poetic tragedy, and stories about 
children. Buñuel worked for many
years from within the film industry, 
impersonally as a professional. His 
films show an exemplary resource­
fulness in reconciling the obvious 
forms of comedy or suspense de­
manded by unimaginative producers 
with something far more subtle, 
complex and beautiful.
From a simple opening statement:' 
“ Concealed behind the imposing 
structures of our great modern cities 
are pits o f misery, hiding unwanted, 
hungry, dirty and uneducated child­
ren,”  the camera then descends into 
the slum world o f Mexico City where 
cruelty, sadism, treachery, perversity 
form the psychic environment. An 
old blind beggar comments: “ When 
the price o f bread goes up, so does 
the price o f songs” . Even in the 
most strikingly composed images, 
the objects and backgrounds o f every­
day life are left cluttering the screen 
instead o f being edited out. Bunuel’s 
films explain nothing away but 
“ they shake the optimism of the 
bourgeois world, compelling the 
viewer to doubt the perennially 
o f the existing order even if he 
doesn’t draw any conclusions, even 
if he doesn’t openly take sides” . 
The spectator is unable to escape 
into sentimentality or pity: the ob­
ject o f charity in this film is the 
old blind beggar, but Buñuel pre­
sents him as quack doctor, rapist, 
bully who carries a stick with a 
rusty nail. (
Bunuel’s films are extremely in­
sidious. They remain disturbing and 
destructive as criticisms o f our cul­
ture — destructive but positive.
ID EAL W OM AN  
After all
we are two of a kind: 
th^ nun in the household shrine, 
the mother of all good women 
and the fluffy one, the smiler, 
the wily and willing one.
A  common couple, 
both man-eaters, yes, 
both sour old tarts.
Both looking for the loophole, 
the weak place in the wire netting 
we caught a glimpse of that night, 
when our fingers touched.
Once through
we will outrun the race-makers, 
bounding like puppies, 
like young girls, s
singing in our stride.
Dorothy, Johnston
Thè 1932 27 t minute documen­
tary Las Hurdes (which Buñuel made 
when an anarchist friend won 20,- 
000 pesetas on a lottery) examines 
an isolated mountain region in Spain. 
It has been described as “ a morbid 
fantasy created not by a surrealist un­
conscious but by Mother Nature 
with the willing cooperation of a 
Christian tradition and the law o f 
supply and demand” . The villagers 
are so poor that bread is unknown 
to them so that they are forced 
to eat green wild cherries (they 
could die o f hunger waiting for 
them to ripen) which cause dy­
sentery to add to the ravages, o f 
malaria. The villagers have no folk­
lore — but there is a church be­
decked with gold. And a school 
where . the starving children are 
taught to write: “ Respect the pro­
perty o f others” . A  woman o f 32, 
suffering from malnutrition, toil and 
disease, looks 70. A little girl is 
left in the street, shivering with 
fever, and dies.
Las Hurdes isn’t a little rural 
pocket in an affluent Europe. Eu­
rope is an affluent pocket in a world 
where capitalism and the population 
explosion reduces more regions an­
nually to the level o f Las Hurdes.
Brahms’ music in the background 
suggests the hideous indifference o f 
a society which prides itself on an. 
elite culture but can find in all 
its finer feelings no incentive to 
remedy degradation.
The Spanish government banned 
this film.
j ^ i l
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TRAVEL THE STUDENT WAY 
TRAVEL AUS!
84 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, NSW. Ph.: 698.3719 
220 Faraday Street, Carlton, VIC. Pk. : 347.8462
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FridaBoccara
MELBOURNE 
Dallas Brooks Hall 
May 16. 17. 19.
ADELAIDE 
Festival Theatre 
May 22
SYDNEY
Town Hall
May 26. 28 29-
Canberra Theatre May 31. 
BOOKINGS USUAL AGENTS
F IR S T  A U S T R A L IA N  T O U R
Painting by Adelaide artist Ann Newmarch, one o f  the three women painters in the show “A  
Room o f One’s Own at the Ewing Gallery, Melbourne University. Closes May 3.
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WITH: ELVIS PRESLEY, JERRY LEE LEWIS,BILLY LEE RILEY, 
WARREN SMITH /  ALTERNATIVE & UNISSUED VERSIONS
PR EG N A N C Y  A C R IS IS ?
For help and information contact 
CONTROL, ph. 61.7325, Monday to Fri­
day (6 — 9 pm), or Saturdays (2 — 4 
pm). We're at 25 Alberta Street, Sydney.
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Big with campus work
INCLUDING SYMPHONIC  
R O C K . . .
SUNSHINE PROMOTIONS  
PO BOX 322
ELSTERNWICK, VIC., 3185.
Management: Adrian J. Anderson 
Phone (03) 58.7809, 24 hr. service.
FUBS&DISCOS
Jonathan Livingstone Seagull 
(Bercy Theatre, Melbourne).
Meanwhile, back in the 
States, Amerikan Mythology 
sure is in bad shape. I mean 
it's a long way from the great 
white whale, Moby Dick, as 
symbol of freedom to a fucking 
pretentious seagull! These days 
lean lonesome cowboys aren't 
quite metaphysical enough. In­
stead we get lean lonesome 
mystic seagulls. Jonathan Living­
stone Seagull. It's a lifestyle. 
It's the beauty of love, the joy 
of freedom . . . that's what the 
poster outside said.
It's also the right movie for 
young mr. and mrs. amerikan 
dreamboat (Neil Diamond, the 
'70s answer to Mantovani, 
drones away in the background 
about 'painted skies', even), and 
for the chocolate box mysticism 
of certain sections of the coun­
terculture. J. L. Seagull was 
a mammoth best seller in the 
States. It was written by 
Richard Bach. Now that's a 
name with a lot of Cultural 
Authority. Not Thompson or 
Jones or Smedley. But Bach.
Jonathon is no ordinary sea­
gull. He's wise, "deep" and a 
visionary solitary mystic.
Ambition: A s a young bird, 
Jonathan wants to fly higher, 
faster than the other birds. He 
js banished- from the flock. 
Soul searching: Jonathan makes 
the ritualistic task across desert 
and snowfields finding a teacher. 
Enlightenment: Then it's all re­
vealed: Perfection. It's not flying 
faster or higher but the pure 
joyous moment of flight. 
Flights of freedom. Institution­
alisation: Jonathan returns where' 
he establishes a kind of Divine 
Flight Mission indulging in a 
little faith healing on the side. 
Raises a dead bird on the seagull 
equivalent of Easter Monday 
and flies away into the distance 
leaving the word behind him.
The plot doesn't thicken. 
That's about it.
Why is, this stuff so popular 
in the States? Because it's the 
amerikan dream on the wing. 
Being special. Doing your own 
thing. Escapism. Romanticism. 
Jonathan says: Thüik Love. It's 
all in your head. But you can't 
escape not even into the dark 
pits of movieland because 
they're brainwashing you down 
there, too . . .
Ornothologists will find the 
seagull imitations too humanoid. 
Humanists will find the hu­
manoid imitations too seagull. 
And Aesop must, by now, be 
sorry for ever starting the whole 
animal parable idea anyway . . . 
by Tim Pigott.
Wednesday, April 24: 
Whitehorse Hotel: Ayers Rock. 
Croxton Park: Red House Roll 
Band.
George Hotel: Big Push. 
Sundowner: Up, Shadow Facts.
Thursday, April 25:
Whitehorse Hotel: Aztecs,
Atlas.
Waltzing Matilda: Red House 
Roll Band, Buster Brown. 
Sundowner: Tank.
Matilda's: Big Push.
Waurn Ponds Hotel: Takio.
St. Alban's: Ayers Rock.
Friday, April 26:
Matthew Flinders: Dingoes. 
Teasers: Ayers Rock. 
Whitehorse Hotel: Madder Lake, 
Sandown: Alroy Band, Aztecs. 
George Hotel: Stratton Island. 
Sundowner: Red House Roll 
Band, Shadow Facts. 
Matilda's: Big Push.
Saturday, April 27:
Chelsea Civic Centre: Skyhooks 
Ayers Rock.
Canberra: Alroy Band.
Sirius: Buster Brown.
Station Hotel: Dingoes. 
Matthew Flinders: Sid Rumpo, 
Ayers Rock.
Whitehorse Hotel: Henchmen. 
Croxton Park: Big Push. 
Southside Six: Colored Balls. 
George Hotel: Stratton Island. 
Brighton Town Hall: Red House 
, Roll Band, Sunrise.
Grand Wazoo: New Harlem 
Jazz, Frank Traynor, Yarra 
Yarra, Elysium.
Get It On: Up, Aztecs, Atlas.
Sunday, April 28:
Canberra: Alroy Band.
Croxton Park: Fantasy.
Iceland: Tank.
Monday, April 29:
Chequers: Alroy Band.
Croxton Park: Henchmen. 
George Hotel: Cloud 9.
Tuesday, April 30:
Chequers: Alroy Band.
Croxton Park: Kush.
George Hotel: Big Push.
Council Club: Bluestone.
Saturday, May 4: .
Beaumaris Civic Centre: Chain, 
Buster Brown.
Whitehorse Hotel: Henchmen.
Croxton Park: Big Push.
Southside 6: Hot City Bump 
Band.
Chelsea Civic Centre: Full 
Moon, Madder Lake, Isaac 
Aaron.
Matthew Flinders: Buster 
Brown.
Brighton Town Hall: Atlas, 
Ayers Rock.
Sunday, May 5:
Croxton Park, Fantasy.
Iceland: Kush.
Monday, May 6:
Crpxton Park: Henchmen.
Tuesday, May 7:
Croxton Park: Hush.
Wednesday, May 8:
Whitehorse Hotel: Cloud 9.
Croxton Park: La De Das.
Sundowner: Hush.
Thursday, May 9:
Whitehorse Hotel: Alroy Band, 
Aztecs.
La Trobe University: Alroy 
Band.
Waurn Ponds Hotel: Takio.
Wednesday, May 1: 
Chequers: Alroy Band. 
Whitehorse Hotel: Colored 
Balls.
Croxton Park: Kerry Bideell. 
Southside 6: Aztecs. 
Sundowner: Kush.
George Hotel: Big Push.
Thursday, May 2:
Chequers: Alroy Bahd. 
Matthew Flinders: Dingoes.
Friday, May 3:
Sandown Park: Buster Brown, 
Colored Balls.
De Marcos': Bluestone. 
Whitehorse Hotel: Kerry 
Biddell.
Matthew Flinders: Phase 2.
Love Show s
by Kate Jennings
THE REAL ROOTS OF
★  ★ ★  ★
Women present a sharp and mercilessly funny look at LOVE and some 
popular misinterpretations o f the word, in The Love Show, Pram 
Factory, Drummond Street, Carlton: spurned mistress, torchy singer, 
match-making parents, pompous priest, wide-eyed ballerina. Somehow 
they manage to split your sides with laughter without being cynical 
about love . . . is it all you need to liue for? does it make the 
world go round? Who did write the Book o f Love?
You can see The Love Show at 11 pm, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
3, 4 and 5 May, and after that probably at the Women's Festival 
which begins at the Pram Factory on May 22 - a two-week season 
planned to include, as well as theatre, film, exhibitions o f photography, 
a dance and a non-competitive talent quest. The women's co-ordinat­
ing committee meets every Thursday at 4 pm in the Front Theatre. 
Ring 347-7133 for bookings or inquiries.
Richard O’Brien, the person who 
wrote The Rocky Horror Show said 
“ There’s no bullshit, no intense 
acting, no political comment, no 
comment o f any sort really . . . 
who needs comment, we’ve got a 
transvestite -science -fiction -rock -and - 
roll B-movie” . Who needs comment 
indeed? Always liked a bit of fun 
entertainment myself. Might even 
be able to sit through something 
which was heavily macho and 
crammed full o f corny camp jokes 
if the Spectacle itself was good 
enough. People who saw the London 
production o f Rocky Horror said 
it was excellent, the sets good, and 
that Tim Curry, the actor who plays 
Frank-n-Furter (an intergalactic drag 
queen) was fantastic, but they sus­
pected that he carried the show.
I suspect that might be right 
about Curry. There must have been 
something in the original production 
that promoted all the kerkuffle. It 
was certainly missing from the Syd­
ney production, which was very 
dreary, very boring and very hard 
to review because it was so bad. 
This reviewer can’t even drum up 
any enthusiasm to attack the sexist 
and antihomosexual content of the 
show (a piece of theatre,Mr. O’Brien, 
can’t help commenting, unless you’re 
performing in a vacuum). Some 
people will say the show was aware 
o f its sexist etc. content, that it 
was sending up such attitudes.
The Rocky Horror Show played 
them for unthinking jokes. And the 
Sydney people flocking to see The 
Rocky Horror Show must be jaded 
out o f their minds to be able to 
enjoy it.
The Rocky Horror Show is a rock 
musical about two clearasil kids, 
Brad and Janet, who get lost in 
the country and stumble into a 
castle containing Frank-n-Furter and
a bunch of transvestite interplane- 
taries who are out for some Pleasure, 
and who proceed to corrupt the 
easily corruptible Brad and Janet. 
There are lots o f songs, lots o f 
black underwear (which is uniformly 
the same — Sylvia and the Synthetics 
in their worst imaginative' moments 
could have done a better job — 
if you happen to like the drag 
scene, which scene I would want 
to reiterate very righteously is de­
grading to both women and homo­
sexuals), a few flashy lights, and 
lots o f boobs.
The really unfortunate thing was 
that, with the exception o f Janfe 
Harders who played Janet, none o f 
the cast could sing. And seeing as 
the show is nearly all songs, it 
made it all a bit difficult to listen 
to, or to even hear what was being 
satirised. I think the songs themselves 
are good, it was hard to tell. David 
Cameron as Eddie, a rocker type 
with Roy Orbison sunglasses, was 
good for the short time we got to 
see him. Cameron reappeared later 
as Doctor Scott, but by then who 
cared who appeared.
The Rocky Horror Show is on 
at a cinema (The New Arts Cinema 
In Glebe) turned into a theatre a 
la Hair with scaffolding and lights 
everywhere. Most o f which was un­
necessary because it wasn’t used, 
but you certainly didn’t forget you j 
were experiencing Theatre albeit a I 
claustrophobic and hot one.
Even if you haven’t the old politi­
cal bias about minority groups, you 
probably will agree that The Rocky 
Horror Show in Sydney needs more 
oomph, more glitter, more some­
thing. And this whole nostalgia trip, 
be it Rocky Horror or whatever, 
needs some thinking about. It is 
a bummer back into a bummer of a 
past. Go ask Mary Shelley.
A ST R O LO G Y
Have your personal horoscope drawn 
up by an experienced astrologer. Your 
chart will be supplied with a serious, 
exhaustive character analysis. For mail 
service, enclose $12.40 together with 
details of your date, time, and place of 
birth, to:
RAYM O ND MOORE  
52 CROMWELL ROAD  
SOUTH Y A R R A  3141, 
or call personally. Compatability charts, 
etc., also erected.
Toni M itchell
- -
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ASYLUM RECORDS
Poor Tom’s Poetry Band
at the Commune Coffee Shop, 580 Victoria 
Street, North Melbourne; 329.9310.
Every Monday night from 7.00 pm onwards. 
All people, poets, artists, musicians, actors 
and everybody are welcome to come. So do!
G R E E K  T H EAT RE PRO JECT  
PRESEN T S
ORESTES
TRILOGY
BY  A E SC H Y L U S  
D IR E C T O R  JA M E S  M cA U G H E Y  
FRI. 26 SAT. 27 SUN.28 
TH EN  WED. TO SUN. at 6.30 PM 
D IN N E R  B R E A K  8' till 9.
T H E  P R A M  F A C T O R Y  
325 D R U M M O N D ^ S T  C A R L T O N '
No SEX FORyoUToNIGHt 'SAr\ UGLY,
SAVS " I ’LL TELL YOU ONE THINC,, AND
rr's true, starting, a  publishing 
COMPANY IS LIKE getting  
l it t l e , w ee  wee cauqht in  yuoR 
z ip p e r !'a cute a e ia ph o r  for an 
UQLY .HEART BREAKING BUSINESS, 
VUUST ASK THE Boy's At
press
5 PooKs 
+h.5 year , no steep, s h ti 
incfedibk books.366LjgonSt,C«ton V8TW
AN  APO LO G Y
I  hereby refute the rumor started by me casting 
serious doubts on the masculine integrity o f a 
tip top member o f Melbourne's underground 
press. This wonderful worldly vagabond does no 
live with his mum in Mitcham, but ‘sleeps 
around' in Carlton and in fact thinks his mum is 
a ‘real bugger'!
Linkup Community, 59 St John Street, Prahran. 51.7425. 
Linkup people give help by telephone, and have the best 
alternative inform ation files in Melbourne. You can ring 
them from  8 am till m idnight Monday through Thursday 
and between 8 am Friday and m idnight Sunday. They 
w ill ta lk or listen.
Available ONLY at
PENETRATION 
RECORDS^HTIVOLI ARCADE 247 BOURKE ST MELBOURNE
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